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Godalming Waterways Festival
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The River Wey, above Town Bridge, Godalming

Lammas Land, opposite Godalming Wharf. 19-20 September, 1981
In the last edition of Windlass the attractions of visiting the Festival by boat were spelt out.However,it is not necessary to own a boat in order to attend and enjoy the proceedings,the site is readily accessible by car, bus or train (Farncombe Station), and all are welcome,before,and after, the Festival opens. Why not come along to the Canal and Folk evening onFriday, September 18, sing along with David Blagrove, Rock Salt, Geoff & Jeff, but
chiefly.....。yourselves!!
On Saturday and Sunday September 19 & 20 all the usual rally attractions will be available,

Continued on page nine



,QODQG :DWHUZD\V $VVRFLDWLRQ

6RXWK (DVW 5HJLRQ
,:$

3DWURQV� 'DPH 0DUJRW )RQWH\Q DQG 6LU -RKQ %HWMHPDQ
5HJLRQ 3UHVLGHQW� /LRQHO 0XQN
&KDLUPDQ� 0LNH:HVW� �� 7KXUOVWRQH 5RDG� 5XLVOLS� 0LGG[� 7HO� 5XLVOLS ������
6HFUHWDU\� %HYHUOH\ 6WDLQHU� QE (ULGDQXV� %HQERZ :D\ 0RRULQJV� &RZOH\� 8[EULGJH�
0LGG[� 7HO� 8[EULGJH �����
7UHDVXUHU� %ULDQ )UHVKQH\� �� /DQVGRZQH 5RDG� 6WDQPRUH� 0LGG[ +$� ��$
7HO� ��²��� ����
6( 5HJLRQ ,QODQG 6KLSSLQJ &RPPLWWHH &KDLUPDQ� $ODQ %URZQ� :HOOHVOH\� 6WDWLRQ $SSURDFK
&KRUOH\ :RRG� +HUWV�

:LQGODVV (GLWRU� 1HLO &DUWHU� QE 6ZDQ� :LOORZ:UHQ :KDUI� +D\HV 5RDG� 6RXWKDOO�
0LGG[�
7KH ,:$ PD\ QRW DJUHH ZLWK RSLQLRQV H[SUHVVHG LQ WKLV PDJD]LQH EXW HQFRXUDJHV SXEOLFDWLRQ DV D
PDWWHU RI LQWHUHVW� 1RWKLQJ SULQWHG PD\ EH FRQVWUXHG DV SROLF\ RU DQ RIILFLDO DQQRXQFHPHQW XQOHVV VR
VWDWHG� RWKHUZLVH WKH $VVRFLDWLRQ DFFHSWV QR OLDELOLW\ IRU DQ\ PDWWHU LQ WKH PDJD]LQH� $OWKRXJK HYHU\
FDUH LV WDNHQ ZLWK DGYHUWLVLQJ� QR UHVSRQVLELOLW\ ZKDWVRHYHU FDQ EH DFFHSWHG IRU DQ\ PDWWHU DGYHUWLVHG�
� ,:$ 6RXWK (DVW 5HJLRQ ����

/RQGRQ
&KDLUPDQ� )UDQN *UHHQKRZ� ���D .HZ
5RDG� 5LFKPRQG� 6XUUH\� 7HO� ������ �����
6HFUHWDU\� 0LFKDHO $GDPV� �� 6XUELWRQ 5G�
.LQJVWRQ�XSRQ�7KDPHV� 6\� ������ ����
+HUWIRUGVKLUH
&KDLUPDQ� ,DQ 7KRQJHU� � 3HQGHQQLV &RXUW�
+DUSHQGHQ� +HUWV $/6 ,6*� 7HO�
+DUSHQGHQ ������
6HFUHWDU\� 6WHYH :LOORWW� �� 0RXQW *UDFH
5RDG� 3RWWHUV %DU� +HUWV� 7HO� 3RWWHUV %DU
�����
&KHOPVO¶RUG
&KDLUPDQ� 'DYLG 0RRUH� �� 5HFWRU\ 5RDG�
6WDQIRUG�OH�+RSH� (VVH[� ͆
6WDQIRUG�OH�+RSH �����
6HFUHWDU\� &KDUPLDQ 0RQN� ��� 'RUVHW $YH�
&KHOPVIRUG &0� �<=� 7HO &¶IRUG �����

.HQW DQG (DVW 6XVVH[
&KDLUPDQ� ,DQ 5XFN� OO :LONHQGHQ &ORVH�
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7HO� $VKIRUG ������ �����
6HFUHWDU\� -RKQ 0RUJDQ� �� +LOOEURZ 5G�
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*XLOGIRUG DQG 5HDGLQJ
&KDLUPDQ� *HRIIUH\ %DLOH\� �� +D]HO 5G�
)DUQKDP� 6XUUH\�
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6HFUHWDU\� %ULDQ 3HUF\� �� 1HZ 5RDG�
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:LWQH\� 2[RQ� 7HO� :LWQH\ �����
6DOH�³ DQG $UXQ
&KDLUPDQ� $ & :KLWH� :KHHO +RXVH�
3RWWHU\ /DQH� 1XWERXUQH� &KLFKHVWHU�
:HVW 6XVVH[� 7HO� %RVKDP ������
6HFUHWDU\� $� '\HU� ��� *ULQVWHDG /DQH�
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$VVRFLDWLRQ *HQHUDO 2IILFH
��� 5HJHQW¶V 3DUN 5RDG� /RQGRQ 1:@
7HOHSKRQH� ������ ����� ������ ����

5HJLRQ &KDLUPDQ¶V 1R
&RXQFLO KDV GHFLGHG WR RSHQ D 5RE
WKH $XJXVW LVVXH RI ³:DWHUZD\V´�
IRUP RI WKH 0HPRULDO EXW VHYHUDO V
DFWLYH GLVFXVVLRQ� 7KH ILQDO GHFLVLRU
GRQDWHG DQG , DP VXUH PHPEHUV ZLO
LV HVWDEOLVKHG�
7KH $VVRFLDWLRQ ZLOO EH UHSUHVHQWHG
$XWKRULW\¶V SURSRVHG 5HFUHDWLRQDO
KDYH VWDUWHG LQMXQFWLRQ SURFHHGLQJ
WKHVH FRVWO\ DFWLRQV DUH JRLQJ WR UHVU
1DYLJDWLRQ )XQG� $OO SURILWV IURU
WKHUHIRUH� LPSRUWDQW WKDW DV PDQ\ ࣮
\HDU DORQH ,:$ KDV DOORFDWHG DOPU
������ ZLOO EH VSHQW RQ WKH $:$ ½
0LGGOH /HYHO LQMXQFWLRQ� ������ JRH
'URLWZLFK &DQDOV 7UXVW� ������ WR
EHLQJ VSHQW RQ UHVHDUFK E\ RXU OHJD
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:DWHUZD\V� $ VXP DV \HW XQGHWHUPL
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7KH *HQHUDO 6HFUHWDU\� -RKQ 7DXQ
(QYLURQPHQW UHJDUGLQJ WKH 6RXWKH�
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6WUDWIRUG &DQDO &RPPLWWHH DQG %U
SULQFLSOH� WR WKH DG�KRF FRPPLWWHF
FRQVLGHUDWLRQ DW WKH &RQIHUHQFH�
%ULWLVK :DWHUZD\V %RDUG KDYH QRY
1DYLJDWLRQ DQG H[SHFW WR KDYH LW ��
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:DWHUZD\V DQG� ZKLOVW /HHGV LV DE
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RU UDLO� LI QRW E\ ERDW� 'RQ¶W IRUJH
WUHDW \RXUVHOYHV WR D ERQXV KROLGD\"
7KH IXWXUH RI ,:$$& VWLOO UHPDLQ
ERGLHV KDYH EHHQ KHOG WKURXJKRXW WO
WR ZKLFK DOO QDWLRQDO ERGLHV ZHUH
,:$$& SOHQW\ RI LQGHSHQGHQW HYL�
VKRXOG QRW EH DEROLVKHG� ,:$ KDV E
)LQDOO\� WKHUH KDYH EHHQ WZR HYHQWV C
RXW IRU FRPPHQW� 7KHVH ZHUH WKH YH�
%UDQFK HQWLWOHG µ/RQGRQV :DWHUZ�
DQG 6RXWK %XFNV %UDQFK RI WKHLU 8
5HSRUWV RQ ERWK WKHVH HYHQWV DUH FF
ZD\ LQ ZKLFK WKH $VVRFLDWLRQ¶V EUD
FDPSDLJQ� &RQJUDWXODWLRQV DUH GXH
PHPEHUV ZLOO ORRN IRUZDUG WR IXUWK�
� WKH LPSURYHPHQW DQG UHYLWDOLVDWL
QDYLJDEOH 7KDPHV WR DFKLHYH D OLQN
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Council has decided to open a Rob
the August issue of “Waterways”.
form of the Memorial but several s
active discussion. The final decision
donated and I am sure members wil
is established.
The Association will be represented
Authority’s proposed Recreational
have started injunction proceeding
these costly actions are going to resi
Navigation Fund. All profits fror
therefore, important that as many ①
year alone IWA has allocated alme
£5,000 will be spent on the AWA :
Middle Level injunction. £3,000 goe
Droitwich Canals Trust, £1,500 to
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of PRON (the Public Right of |
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Trust.
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consultation has been supported by
The General Secretary, John Taun
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Branch entitled ‘Londons Waterw
and South Bucks Branch of their U
Reports on both these events are cc
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(GLWRULDO
7KH (GLWRULDO IRU WKLV HGLWLRQ RI µ:LQGODVV¶ WDNHV WKH IRUP RI FRPPHQW RQ VHYHUDO QRQ�
UHODWHG WRSLFV ZKLFK LQ VRPH ZD\V KDYH LQWHUOLQNHG LPSOLFDWLRQV�
)LUVWO\� WKHUH LV WKH VXEMHFW RI WKH ODWH DUULYDO� \HW DJDLQ� RI WKH SUHYLRXV HGLWLRQ� 7KHUH ZHUH
PDQ\ JRRG H[FXVHV� EXW QR VRXQG UHDVRQV� ZK\ WKLV RFFXUUHG� 0RVW RI WKH W\SH�VHWWLQJ ZDV
FRPSOHWHG LQ JRRG WLPH� DQG WKHUH ZHUH MXVW WKH ¿QDO GHWDLOV RI 5REHUW $LFNPDQ¶V 0HPRULDO
(YHQLQJ VWLOO WR DUULYH �RI ZKLFK PRUH ODWHU�� %\ WKH WLPH WKHVH GHWDLOV KDG DUULYHG� RXU
KDUGZRUNLQJ SULQWHU ZDV SK\VLFDOO\ UHORFDWLQJ KLV EXVLQHVV SUHPLVHV DQG RQFH WKH PDJD]LQH
ZDV ¿QDOO\ SULQWHG� WKH GHVSDWFK WHDP �	 IDPLO\� ZHUH RQ KROLGD\� 7KHVH FDQ RQO\ EH H[FXVHV
�WKH\ VKRXOG KDYH EHHQ SODQQHG IRU DQG WKH PDJD]LQH VKRXOG KDYH DSSHDUHG RQ WLPH� ,Q
PDQ\ ZD\V WKLV ZDV WKH PRVW VLJQLILFDQW µ:LQGODVV¶ WKDW WKH SUHVHQW WHDP KDYH SUHSDUHG�� � �
DQG ZH IDLOHG�
5REHUW $LFNPDQ IRXQGHG D PLJKW\ RUJDQLVDWLRQ LQ ,:$ DQG ZH FRXOGQ¶W HYHQ DQQRXQFH KLV
PHPRULDO VHUYLFH LQ WLPH WR HQDEOH RXU UHDGHUV WR DWWHQG� 7KHUH LV QR PHDQLQJIXO ZD\ WR
DSRORJLVH WR 5REHUW� RU WR KLV IULHQGV IRU WKLV IDLOLQJ� DQG LQ D PRVW LQDGHTXDWH PDQQHU
µ:LQGODVV¶ FDQ RQO\ VD\ KRZ GHVSHUDWHO\ VRUU\ ZH DOO DUH WKDW LW ZDV WKLV SDUWLFXODU HGLWLRQ
WKDW KDG WR JR ZURQJ � IRU WKHUH ZLOO EH QR µQH[W WLPH¶ IRU XV WR PDNH LW ULJKW�
$W WKH PHPRULDO JDWKHULQJ WR 5REHUW $LFNPDQ� ZKLFK WRRN SODFH DW WKH 5R\DO 6RFLHW\ RI
$UW RQ ��QG $SULO� 6LU *HRIIUH\ GH )UHLWDV� 3UHVLGHQW RI ,:$� 6LU 3HWHU 6FRWW DQG 0U
-RKQ 6PLWK� 9LFH 3UHVLGHQWV RI ,:$ DOO SDLG WULEXWH WR WKH IRXQGHU RI WKH ,QODQG
:DWHUZD\V $VVRFLDWLRQ� 6LU *HRIIUH\ IHOW WKDW 5REHUW�µD SUHVVXUH JURXS LQ KLPVHOI¶ KDG OHIW
EHKLQG WKH EHVW PHPRULDO RI DOO� D OLYLQJ $VVRFLDWLRQ WKDW LV GDLO\ FRQWLQXLQJ ZLWK WKH ZRUN
WKDW KH KLPVHOI KDG VWDUWHG� ,Q KLV UHPDUNV -RKQ 6PLWK VDLG WKDW 5REHUW¶V ILJKW IRU WKH
ZDWHUZD\V ZDV KLV SOHD IRU D UHWXUQ WR PRUH FLYLOLVHG YDOXHV� DQG 6LU 3HWHU 6FRWW VWUXFN D
PRVW UHVSRQVLYH FKRUG ZKHQ KH VDLG WKDW KH FRXOGQ¶W XQGHUVWDQG ZK\ LW ZDV WKDW 5REHUW KDG
QHYHU EHHQ DIIRUGHG WKH UHFRJQLWLRQ RI WKH RIILFLDO µKRQRXU¶ KH VR ULFKO\ GHVHUYHG�
2WKHUV WDNLQJ SDUW ZHUH (OL]DEHWK -DQH +RZDUG� ZKR UHDG VRPH H[WUDFWV DERXW WKH HDUO\
GD\V RI ,:$� DQG 0DUJDUHW 5DZOLQJV� ZKR UHDG VRPH RI 5REHUW¶V ORYHG SURVH DQG SRHWU\�
7KHUH ZHUH DOVR VRPH PXVLFDO PHPRULHV� DQG WKH HYHQLQJ� ZKLFK ZDV DUUDQJHG E\ -HDQ
5LFKDUGVRQ DQG RWKHU IULHQGV� HQGHG ZLWK 6LU 3HWHU 6FRWW TXRWLQJ D IHZ ZRUGV IURP WKH
HSLWDSK RI WKH SRHW -RKQ .HDWV�ZKLFK KH IHOW EHVW VXPPHG XS WKH OLIH DQG ZRUNV RI 5REHUW
$LFNPDQ� µ ������ZKRVH QDPH ZDV ZULW LQ ZDWHU¶ �
5REHUW $LFNPDQ LV UHPHPEHUHG SHUKDSV PRUH IRU KLV EODWDQW SK\VLFDO FDPSDLJQLQJ IRU WKH
ZDWHUZD\V� DV PXFK DV DQ\ RWKHU DVSHFW RI KLV LQYROYHPHQW ZLWK WKH ZDWHUZD\V PRYHPHQW�
DQG LW LV QRW QHFHVVDULO\ WKH ZURQJ SODFH WR GLVFXVV WKH DWWLWXGHV WR FDPSDLJQLQJ WKDW DUH
SUHVHQWO\ FUHDWLQJ µOLYHO\¶ GLVFXVVLRQV ZKHUHYHU WKH GHGLFDWHG DQG HQWKXVLDVWLF PHHW�
$V XVXDO� WKH OHWWHU FROXPQV LQ WKLV HGLWLRQ UHYHDO WKH GLIIHULQJ� EXW VWLOO GHGLFDWHG� DVSHFWV
RI RXU UHDGHUV¶ IHHOLQJV WRZDUGV WKLV VXEMHFW� 6RPH SHRSOH FULWLFLVH ,:$ IRU ODFN RI SUHVHQW
GD\ FDPSDLJQLQJ� DQG LW KDV QRW EHHQ XQNQRZQ IRU µ:LQGODVV¶ WR YRLFH WKRXJKWV DORQJ
WKHVH OLQHV� ,W LV ZRUWK EHDULQJ LQ PLQG�KRZHYHU� WKDW WKHUH DUH PDQ\ GLIIHUHQW ZD\V RI
FDPSDLJQLQJ DQG µJHWWLQJ WKH SRLQW DFURVV¶ � %HKLQG WKH VFHQHV QHJRWLDWLRQV� PD\EH QHYHU WR
EH SXEOLFLVHG� FDQ DFKLHYH UHPDUNDEOH UHVXOWV� HVSHFLDOO\ ZKHQ� DV LQ ,:$¶V FDVH� WKH
QHJRWLDWLQJ ERG\ KDV DFKLHYHG D PHDVXUH RI FUHGLELOLW\ DQG UHVSHFWDELOLW\� µ6WDQG XS LQ
&RXUW¶ OHJDO DFWLRQ FDQ DFKLHYH JUHDW UHVXOWV� ERWK LQ VWRSSLQJ HQFURDFKPHQW RI RXU
LQWHUHVWV� DQG LQ JHQHUDWLQJ SXEOLFLW\ DQG SXEOLF DZDUHQHVV RI WKH FRQWLQXDO QHHG IRU
YLJLODQFH DQG DFWLRQ LQ WKH SURWHFWLRQ RI WKH ZDWHUZD\V �B
,Q DGGLWLRQ� WKH 5HJLRQ &KDLUPDQ¶V FROXPQ JLYHV IXOO GHWDLOV RI WKH ������� WKDW WKH
$VVRFLDWLRQ LV VSHQGLQJ WKLV \HDU RQ YDULRXV RWKHU PHWKRGV RI µJHWWLQJ WKH PHVVDJH DFURVV¶�
DQG WKHVH DUH MXVW VRPH RI WKH FXUUHQW µFDPSDLJQLQJ¶ SURMHFWV�
:KDW KDYH FRPH WR EH UHJDUGHG DV µWUDGLWLRQDO¶ UDOOLHV ZLWK DOO WKH UD]]�PDWWD]] RI EHHU
WHQWV DQG ORWWHULHV� VLGH VKRZV DQG ERDW VKRZV� DUH DOVR D OHJLWLPDWH PHDQV RI FDPSDLJQLQJ�
HYHQLI WKH SXEOLFLW\ LV OLPLWHG DQG WKH PDLQ µUDLVRQ G¶qWUH¶ VHHPV WR KDYH GHJHQHUDWHG LQWR
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IXQG UDLVLQJ� �2Q WKH RWKHU KDQG� P
RI DOO WKHVH DFWLYLWLHV� D JURZLQJ QX@
WKDQ HYHU� WKDW ,:$ KDV VWRSSHG F
VHHP WR EH VRPHWKLQJ RI D FRQXQG
FRXSOH RI SDUDJUDSKV� 7KDW LV LV WQ
ODUJHO\ VWRSSHG FUHDWLQJ µ$LFNPDQ¶
WKDQ HYHU� ,I LW ZDV ULJKW IRU $LFNP
DOO WKRVH \HDUV DJR� LI LW ZDV ULJKW WR
%ULGJHZDWHU LQ ����� WR FDPSDLJQ 㤾
LQGLYLGXDO ZDWHUZD\� KRZ PXFK PF
RI %OLVZRUWK 7XQQHO DQG )ROO\ %ULF
DQG WKH 1HWKHUWRQ 7XQQHO FORVXUH�
RWKHU DFWLYLWLHV DV WKH $:$ 	 0
5HVWRUDWLRQ 6RFLHWLHV"
6R ZKR LV QRZ FDPSDLJQLQJ" 7KH DO
OLNH PH� SHRSOH ZKR FDUH DERXW WK
LQVWDQFH &$1$/� WKH &DPSDLJQ IO
H[LVWHQW RUJDQLVDWLRQ� ZKLFK ZDV µOD
RI WKH SURWHVW UDOO\ KHOG LQ %URZP

7KRUQ VD\V LQ KLV OHWWHU HOVHZKHUO
HQWHUWDLQPHQWV� MXVW JHQXLQH HQWKXU
WKH SHQW�XS IUXVWUDWLRQ WKH\ IHO
UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV DOVR DWWHQGHG IU��
,:$$&� HWF� EXW VWUDQJH WR UHODWH�
PRVW SUR²ZDWHUZD\V FDPSDLJQLQJ V
ZHUH WKHUH� 7KLV ZDV DOO WKH VDGGHU�

Editorial
The Editorial for this edition of ‘Windlass’ takes the form of comment on several non-
related topics which in some ways have interlinked implications.
Firstly, thereis the subject of the late arrival, yet again, of the previous edition. There were
many good excuses, but no sound reasons, why this occurred. Most of the type-setting was
completed in good time, and there were just the final details of Robert Aickman’s Memorial
Evening still to arrive (of which more later). By the time these details had arrived, our
hardworking printer was physically relocating his business premises and once the magazine
was finally printed, the despatch team (& family) were on holiday. These can only be excuses
-they should have been planned for and the magazine should have appeared on time. In
many ways this was the most significant ‘Windlass’ that the present team have prepared....
and wefailed.
Robert Aickman founded a mighty organisation in IWA and we couldn’t even announce his
memorial service in time to enable our readers to attend. There is no meaningful way to
apologise to Robert, or to his friends for this failing, and in a most inadequate manner
‘Windlass’ can only say how desperately sorry we all are that it was this particular edition
that had to go wrong - for there will be no ‘next time’ for us to make it right.
At the memorial gathering to Robert Aickman, which took place at the Royal Society of
Art on 22nd April, Sir Geoffrey de Freitas, President of IWA, Sir Peter Scott and Mr
John Smith, Vice Presidents of IWA all paid tribute to the founder of the Inland
Waterways Association. Sir Geoffrey felt that Robert, a pressure group in himself” hadleft
behind the best memorial of all, a living Association thatis daily continuing with the work
that he himself had started. In his remarks John Smith said that Robert’s fight for the
waterways was his plea for a return to more civilised values, and Sir Peter Scott struck a
most responsive chord when he said that he couldn’t understand why it was that Robert had
never been afforded the recognition of the official ‘honour’ he so richly deserved.
Others taking part were Elizabeth Jane Howard, who read some extracts about the early
days of IWA, and Margaret Rawlings, who read some of Robert’s loved prose and poetry.
There were also some musical memories, and the evening, which was arranged by Jean
Richardson and other friends, ended with Sir Peter Scott quoting a few words from the
epitaph of the poet John Keats,which he felt best summed up the life and works of Robert
Aickman,*......whose name was writ in water’.
Robert Aickman is remembered perhaps more for his blatant physical campaigning for the
waterways, as much as any other aspect of his involvement with the waterways movement,
and it is not necessarily the wrong place to discuss the attitudes to campaigning that are
presently creating ‘lively’ discussions wherever the dedicated and enthusiastic meet.
As usual, the letter columnsin this edition reveal the differing, but still dedicated, aspects
of our readers’ feelings towards this subject. Some people criticise IWA for lack of present
day campaigning, and it has not been unknown for ‘Windlass’ to voice thoughts along
these lines. It is worth bearing in mind,however, that there are many different ways of
campaigning and ‘getting the point across’. Behind the scenes negotiations, maybe never to
be publicised, can achieve remarkable results, especially when, as in IWA’s case, the
negotiating body has achieved a measure of credibility and respectability. ‘Stand up in
Court’ legal action can achieve great results, both in stopping encroachment of our
interests, and in generating publicity and public awareness of the continual need for
vigilance and action in the protection of the waterways.
In addition, the Region Chairman’s column gives full details of the £20,000 that the
Association is spending this year on various other methods of ‘getting the message across’,
and these are just some of the current ‘campaigning’ projects.
What have come to be regarded as ‘traditional’ rallies with all the razz-mattazz of beer
tents and lotteries, side shows and boat shows, are also a legitimate means of campaigning,
even if the publicity is limited and the main ‘raison d’&tre’ seems to have degenerated into
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E\ WKH HYHQW ZDV LQ VXSSRUW RI 6LU )UDQN 3ULFH¶V VSHHFK DQG DVNHG IRU PRUH *RYHUQPHQWDO
VXSSRUW IRU KLV %RDUG DW WKLV FULWLFDO WLPH LQ WKH OLIH�DQG GHDWK� RI WKH ZDWHUZD\V� 2YHU ���
ERDWV DQG SUREDEO\ ���� SHRSOH DWWHQGHG WKH HYHQW DQG WKH 3RRO KDV QHYHU ORRNHG EHWWHU�
LQGHHG WKH ZKROH DUHD ZDV OLWHUDOO\ WKUREELQJ ZLWK H[FLWHPHQW� 7KH =RR %XV HYHQ PDQDJHG
WR PDLQWDLQ LWV VFKHGXOHG UXQV DPLGVW WKH JHQHUDO PHOpH� DQG &KDUOLH *UHHQV¶ VNLOO LQ
PDQRHXYHULQJµ:DWHU %XIIDOR¶ ZDV DSSODXGHG E\ DOO WKH ERDWHUV SUHVHQW� VXUHO\ WKH PRVW
FULWLFDO DXGLHQFH HYHU YLVLWHG RQ D ZRUNLQJ ERDWPDQ� +LV SDVVHQJHUV PXVW KDYH ZRQGHUHG DW
WKH VLJKW WKDW PHW WKHLU H\HV DV WKH\ QDYLJDWHG WKHLU ZD\ WR WKH =RR�
4XLWH DPD]LQJ SUHVV FRYHUDJH ZDV DFKLHYHG ZLWK D WRWDO RI VHYHQ GLIIHUHQW UDGLR VSRWV� RQH
QDWLRQDO VSRW RQ %%& 79 1HZV� WKUHH QDWLRQDO 6XQGD\V DQG WZR QDWLRQDO 'DLOLHV� 7KHUH
ZDV DOVR PXFK ORFDO SDSHU FRPPHQW� LQFOXGLQJ WKH IURQW SDJH RI WKH 2[IRUG 0DLO � DQG DOO
EHFDXVH SHRSOH OLNH \RX DQG SHRSOH OLNH PH VDLG µ(QRXJK LV HQRXJK� ZH SURWHVW¶ 6RPH
SHRSOH HYHQ ZDQWHG WR MRLQ &$1$/ �GLIILFXOW��� PDQ\ VDLG WKDW WKH HYHQW VKRXOG KDYH EHHQ
VHHQ WR EH RUJDQLVHG E\ ,:$ �µDIWHU DOO� WKDW¶V ZK\ , SD\ P\ VXEVFULSWLRQ¶�� DQG PDQ\
SHRSOH JHQHURXVO\ KHOSHG WR FRYHU WKH FRVWV ZLWK WKHLU GRQDWLRQV �IURP WKH %DQN 0DQDJHUV
LQGLUHFWO\ IXQGLQJ WKH HYHQW� PDQ\ WKDQN6�� ,W ZRXOG KDYH EHHQ DQ HYHQ PRUH VXFFHVVIXO
HYHQW LI \RX KDG EHHQ WKHUH DV ZHOO�
%XW SHUKDSV \RX ZHUH DW )ROO\ %ULGJH D IRUWQLJKW ODWHU ZKHQ WKH /HH DQG 6WRUW 'HYHORSPHQW
&RPPLWWHH KHOG D SURWHVW 5DOO\ WR GUDZ DWWHQWLRQ WR WKH QRQ�UHSDLU RI )ROO\ %ULGJH LQ WKH
FHQWUH RI +HUWIRUG� )LIW\ ERDWV PDGH LW WR WKH KHDG RI QDYLJDWLRQ RQ WKH /HH DQG PXFK
LQWHUHVW ZDV FUHDWHG ORFDOO\� 7KH ORFDO SUHVV WXUQHG RXW LQ IRUFH� LQFOXGLQJ FRPPHQW LQ WKH
ORFDO &LYLO 6HUYLFH 7UDGH 8QLRQ QHZV OHWWHU� DQG DWWHQWLRQ ZDV DJDLQ IRFXVHG RQ D FORVHG
DQG �RIILFLDOO\� IRUJRWWHQ FRUQHU RI WKH V\VWHP� ,W ZDVQ¶W DQ HDV\ HYHQW WR DWWHQG� EXW DJDLQ
SHRSOH OLNH \RX DQG SHRSOH OLNH PH PDGH WKH HIIRUW� LQFOXGLQJ PXFK VXSSRUW IURP QRQ�
ERDWLQJ PHPEHUV� PDQ\ RI ZKRP DWWHQGHG 6XQGD\ QLJKW¶V VLQJ�VRQJ LQ 7KH 2OG %DUJH�
ZKLFK FRXOG ² VDGO\ ² EHFRPH DQ DQQXDO HYHQW� 7KRVH SUHVHQW ZHUH HQWKUDOOHG WR KHDU�
DPRQJVW RWKHU SHUIRUPDQFHV� 'DYLG %ODJURYH¶V UHQGLWLRQ RI WKH PRGHUQ µ6LQJOH %ROOLQGHU
6RQJ¶ DQG KLV RZQ GUDPDWLF YHUVH µ7KH %DOODG RI %OLVZRUWK +LOO¶� ZKLFK ZHUH WKH KLJKOLJKWV
RI D PHPRUDEOH HYHQLQJ� 7KH FRPPHPRUDWLYH WDSH UHFRUGLQJ ZDV ZRQ� QRW XQQDWXUDOO\�
E\ 5D\ %XWOHU� LQ VSLWH RI KLV VODQGHURXV�OLEHOORXV FRPPHQWV DERXW WKHµ :LQGODVV¶ WHDPV
ERDWLQJ DFWLYLWLHV�
0HQWLRQ RI %OLVZRUWK +LOO OHDGV XV QDWXUDOO\ RQ WR WKH QH[W SURWHVW UDOO\ ZKLFK WRRN SODFH
DW %OLVZRUWK DQG 6WRNH %UXHUQH RYHU WKH 6SULQJ %DQN +ROLGD\ ZHHNHQG� $JDLQ VRPH ILIW\
RU VL[W\ ERDWV ZHUH LQ DWWHQGDQFH� RQO\ RQH� VXSULVLQJO\� KDG WUDYHOOHG DOO WKH ZD\ IURP
/RQGRQ DQG KDG DWWHQGHG WKH RWKHU WZR UDOOLHV �HYHQ WKH (GLWRU RSWHG RXW RI WKLV RQH��
2QFH DJDLQ WKH PHGLD WXUQHG RXW� %%& 79µ1DWLRQZLGH¶ ILOPHG WKH HYHQW RQ WKH 6XQGD\
DQG JDYH LW D QDWLRQDO VKRZLQJ RQ WKH 0RQGD\� DQG WKHUH ZDV DOVR PXFK ORFDO SUHVV
FRYHUDJH�
6R:KDW" 7KUHH VHSDUDWH SURWHVWV� RQH JHQHUDO� WZR VSHFLILF KDYH QRZ WDNHQ SODFH�
1RWKLQJ FRQFUHWH KDV UHVXOWHG� H[FHSW WKDW WKH %RDUG KDYH QRZ JRQH RQ UHFRUG ZLWK D QRQ
SUHVV UHOHDVH IURP WKH &KLHI (QJLQHHUV 2IILFH� ZKLFK ZDV P\VWHULRXVO\ DYDLODEOH DW WKH
6WRNH %UXHPH HYHQW� 7KLV VWDWHG WKDW WKH SUREOHPV DW %OLVZRUWK ZHUH XQGRXEWHGO\ GXH WR
WKH IDXOW\ FRQVWUXFWLRQ E\ -HVVRS ��� \HDUV DJR� �WKH LPSOLFDWLRQ EHLQJ WKDW KH UHDOO\ VKRXOG
KDYH XVHG �����%:%� WHFKQLTXHV LI KH ZDQWHG WKH WXQQHO WR ODVW XQWLO WKH ����¶V� ��� \HDUV
LV D� ORQJ WLPH� �� DQG WKDW FRQWUDU\ WR WKH SUHYLRXV LQIRUPDWLRQ WKH UHSDLUV ZRXOG QRZ FRVW
���������� �WKUHH WLPHV WKH RULJLQDO HVWLPDWH� DQG WKDW QR VWDUW GDWH FRXOG EH HQYLVDJHG DW
SUHVHQW� $ IXOO WUDQVFULSW RI WKLV OHWWHU ZLOO EH DYDLODEOH ZLWK FRSLHV RI &RXQFLO 1HZV DQG
:DWHUZD\V 1HZV DW WKH QH[W PHHWLQJ RI \RXU ORFDO ,:$ %UDQFK RU ORFDO ERDW FOXE� %XW DW
OHDVW ZH NQRZ ZKHUH ZH VWDQG QRZ� ZKLFK LV PRUH WKDQ ZH GLG EHIRUH WKH UDOO\�� 6R
SHUKDSV VRPHWKLQJ FRQFUHWH GLG UHVXOW� &RXQFLO KDV EHHQ WU\LQJ WR DFKLHYH VRPH VRUW RI
RIILFLDO FRPPHQW IRU WKH ODVW VL[ PRQWKV� $OWKRXJK WZR RI WKHVH HYHQWV ZHUH DG�KRF QRQ�
RIILFLDO HYHQWV� WKH ,:$ &RXQFLO TXLWH QDWXUDOO\ IXOO\ VXSSRUWHG DOO RI WKHVH HYHQWV DQG
WKHLU REMHFWLYHV� $QG WKLV LV WKH GLFKRWRP\ WKDW ZH IDFH� WKH RIILFLDO FDPSDLJQLQJ DQG
SROLF\ DQG ZKDW PLJKW EH FDOOHG WKH QRQ�RI¿FLDO SROLF\� ,Q P\ RSLQLRQ ERWK VSKHUHV RI
DFWLYLW\ DUH HTXDOO\ ULJKW DQG HTXDOO\ UHOHYDQW� EXW� DQG WKLV LV WKH ELJ EXW� ERWK QHHG WR EH
RUJDQLVHG LQ WKH QDPH RI WKH ,QODQG :DWHUZD\V $VVRFLDWLRQ�
, VWDWHG HDUOLHU WKDW WKHUH LV QR &$1$/ RUJDQLVDWLRQ� EXW WKLV QRQ RUJDQLVDWLRQ ZDV
UHVSRQVLEOH IRU WKH ODUJHVW� PRVW VXFFHVVIXO� ZDWHUZD\V SUHWHVW /RQGRQ KDV HYHU VHHQ� 7KH

�

/	6'& LV D ZRUWK\ RUJDQLVDWLRQ� �
GHVHUYH PXFK SUDLVH IRU WKH %OLVZRU
VHSDUDWHG IURP� ,:$¶V SXEOLF DQG @
WLQXLQJ WULEXWH WR 5REHUW $LFNPDQ
FDPSDLJQLQJ EDFN LQWR WKH IRUHIURQ

6LPLODUO\ WKH SURSRVHG )HGHUDWLRQ
HIIHFWLYH ZLOO WKLV QHZ RUJDQLVDWLRQ
WKH ,QODQG :DWHUZD\V $VVRFLDWLRQ� �
YRLFH� IRU WKH WRWDO LV DOZD\V JUHDWHU
6RPHWLPHV� KRZHYHU� WKH VXP RI WO
RXJKW WR EH H[SHFWHG� 'XULQJ ODVW \U
HOHYDWHG WR VXFK ORIW\ KHLJKWV� WKH
&KDLUPDQ� ZKR SROOHG VOLJKWO\ OHVV WO
�7KH (GLWRU EHLQJ HOHFWHG RQ D O��
WXUQRXW� LQFOXGLQJ WKH �� PHPEHUV �
RXU PHPEHUVKLS� 7KH ���� 6XUUH\ �
WKLV LVVXH� DWWUDFWHG QHDUO\ ��� RI WO
7KLV LV WKH ODVW HGLWLRQ RI :LQGOD�
$*0� ,W IROORZV WKDW LI DV DQ LQGLYL
\RX FDQQRW EHFRPH PRUH LQYROYHG
IRUZDUG WR WKH QH[W HGLWLRQ RI :
XQGRXEWHGO\ EH UHSRUWHG� +RZHYHU
YRWLQJ DW DQ\ ORFDO RU JHQHUDO HO
VDWLVIDFWLRQ ZLWK WKH PDQDJHPHQW ��
RU WR UHJLVWHU \RXU GLVVDWLVIDFWLRQ O�
DWWHPSWHG WR XVH :LQGODVV IRU P\ �
UHVXOWHG� 7KLV \HDU , DP QRW LQYROYH
EHHQ DQQRXQFHG LQ :DWHUZD\V WKDW
DQG DUH HOLJLEOH IRU UH�HOHFWLRQ� 7KH@
*URXS� DQG ODUJHO\ UHVSRQVLEOH IRU
$ODQ 5RZH� &KDLUPDQ RI &RXQFLO¶

:H KDYH WKH ULJKW WR QDYLJDWH� WKH
IRU >½

by the event was in support of Sir Frank Price’s speech and asked for more Governmental
support for his Board at thiscritical time in the life(and death) of the waterways. Over 150
boats and probably 2000 people attended the event and the Pool has never looked better,
indeed the whole area was literally throbbing with excitement. The Zoo Bus even managed
to maintain its scheduled runs amidst the general melee, and Charlie Greens’ skill in
manoeuveringWater Buffalo” was applauded by all the boaters present, surely the most
critical audience ever visited on a working boatman. His passengers must have wondered at
the sight that mettheir eyes as they navigated their way to the Zoo.
Quite amazing press coverage was achieved with a total of seven different radio spots, one
national spot on BBC TV News, three national Sundays and two national Dailies. There
was also much local paper comment, including the front page of the Oxford Mail - and all
because people like you and people like me said ‘Enough is enough, we protest’ Some
people even wanted to join CANAL (difficult!), many said that the event should have been
seen to be organised by IWA (‘after all, that’s why I pay my subscription’), and many
people generously helped to cover the costs with their donations (from the Bank Managers
indirectly funding the event, many thanks!) It would have been an even more successful
event if you had been there as well.
But perhaps you were at Folly Bridge a fortnight later when the Lee and Stort Development
Committee held a protest Rally to draw attention to the non-repair of Folly Bridge in the
centre of Hertford. Fifty boats made it to the head of navigation on the Lee and much
interest was created locally. The local press turned out in force, including comment in the
local Civil Service Trade Union news letter, and attention was again focused on a closed
and (officially) forgotten corner of the system. It wasn’t an easy event to attend, but again
people like you and people like me made the effort, including much support from non-
boating members, many of whom attended Sunday night’s sing-song in The Old Barge,
which could — sadly — become an annual event. Those present were enthralled to hear,
amongst other performances, David Blagrove’s rendition of the modern ‘Single Bollinder
Song’ and his own dramatic verse ‘The Ballad of Blisworth Hill’, which were the highlights
of a memorable evening. The commemorative tape recording was won, not unnaturally,
by Ray Butler, in spite of his slanderous/libellous comments about the‘ Windlass’ teams
boating activities.
Mention of Blisworth Hill leads us naturally on to the next protest rally which took place
at Blisworth and Stoke Bruerne over the Spring Bank Holiday weekend. Again some fifty
or sixty boats were in attendance, only one, suprisingly, had travelled all the way from
London and had attended the other two rallies (even the Editor opted out of this one).
Once again the media turned out. BBC TV*‘Nationwide’ filmed the event on the Sunday
and gave it a national showing on the Monday, and there was also much local press
coverage.
SoWhat? Three separate protests, one general, two specific have now taken place.
Nothing concrete has resulted, except that the Board have now gone on record with a non
press release from the Chief Engineers Office, which was mysteriously available at the
Stoke Bruerne event. This stated that the problems at Blisworth were undoubtedly due to
the faulty construction by Jessop 200 years ago, (the implication being that he really should
have used 1980(BWB) techniques if he wanted the tunnel to last until the 1980’s, 200 years
is a long time!!) and that contrary to the previous information the repairs would now cost
£1,500,000 (three times the original estimate) and that no start date could be envisaged at
present. A full transcript of thisletter will be available with copies of Council News and
Waterways News at the next meeting of your local TWA Branch or local boat club. But at
least we know where we stand now, which is more than we did before the rally!! So
perhaps something concrete did result, Council has been trying to achieve some sort of
official commentfor the last six months. Although two of these events were ad-hoc non-
official events, the TWA Council quite naturally fully supported all of these events and
their objectives. And this is the dichotomy that we face, the official campaigning and
policy and what might be called the non-official policy. In my opinion both spheres of
activity are equally right and equally relevant, but, and thisis the big but, both need to be
organised in the name of the Inland Waterways Association.
I stated earlier that there is no CANAL organisation, but this non organisation was
responsible for the largest, most successful, waterways prot~st London has ever seen. The
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L&SDC is a worthy organisation,
deserve much praise for the Bliswor
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Similarly the proposed Federation
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the Inland Waterways Association,
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ought to be expected. During last y
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(The Editor being elected on a 19
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attempted to use Windlass for my o
resulted. This year I am not involve
been announced in Waterways that
and are eligible for re-election. The
Group, and largely responsible for
Alan Rowe, Chairman of Council’
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ZRUNLQJ :5* WHDP� DQG .HQ +DZNLQV� D PHPEHU RI &RXQFLO¶V LQÀXHQWLDO ) 	 *3
&RPPLWWHH�
8QIRUWXQDWHO\� GXH WR SUHVVXUH RI ZRUN DQG WKH QHHG WR GHYRWH PRUH WLPH WR WKH UHVWRUDWLRQ
PRYHPHQW� *UDKDP DQG $ODQ KDYH GHFLGHG WR VWDQG GRZQ� 6R IDU� WKUHH RWKHU FDQGLGDWHV
KDYH FRPH IRUZDUGV� )LUVW LV %HYHUOH\ 6WDLQHU� 6( 5HJLRQ 6HFUHWDU\� +HU LQYROYHPHQW LQ WKH
SXEOLFLW\ RI ����¶V 1DWLRQDO DQG WKH UHFHQW /LWWOH 9HQLFH 5DOO\� GLG PXFK WR HQVXUH WKHLU VXF�
FHVV DQG VKH LV DOUHDG\ FRPPLWWHG WR WKH HTXDO VXFFHVV RI :DWHU )UHLJKW ��¶V DQG WKH ����
1DWLRQDO DW 7LWIRUG 3RROV LQ %LUPLQJKDP� %HYHUOH\ ZRXOG EH WKH ILUVW �IRU VRPH FRQVLGHU�
DEOH WLPH� DQG RQO\ ZRPDQ RQ &RXQFLO� $OVR VWDQGLQJ LV 'DYLG %ODJURYH� D ORQJ�WLPH PHP�
EHU RI WKH $VVRFLDWLRQ� IRXQGHU PHPEHU RI ZKDW LV QRZ 1RUWKDPSWRQ %UDQFK DQG D SUH�
YLRXV EUDQFK &KDLUPDQ IRU PDQ\ \HDUV� 'DYLG LV D ZHOO NQRZQ FDQDO µSHUVRQDOLW\¶ DQG UHV�
SRQVLEOH� LQ SDUW� IRU WKH VXFFHVV RI WKH %OLVZRUWK 3URWHVW 5DOO\� &KDUWHUHG VXUYH\RU +XJK
3HUNV� D FRQVHUYDWLRQ VXUYH\RU WR PDQ\ KLVWRULF EXLOGLQJV� LV DQRWKHU FDQGLGDWH IRU HOHFWLRQ�
+XJK� D IRUPHU 7KDPHV EDUJHPDQ LV FRQVXOWDQW HGLWRU WR &RDVW DQG &RXQWU\ DQG KDV D FRQ�
VLGHUDEOH NQRZOHGJH RI� DQG LQWHUHVW LQ� LQODQG DQG FRDVWDO ZDWHU IUHLJKWDJH� 7KHUH PD\ EH
RWKHU FDQGLGDWHV DV QRPLQDWLRQV DUH QRW GXH XQWLO � $XJXVW� ����� :LQGODVV LV REYLRXVO\ QRW
FDPSDLJQLQJ QRU \HW HOHFWLRQHHULQJ� IRU DQ\ RQH� RU DOO IRXU RI WKHVH FDQGLGDWHV� 7KH FKRLFH
LV XS WR DOO RI XV� SHRSOH OLNH \RX DQG SHRSOH OLNH PH� , DP QRW VD\LQJ ZKR WR YRWH IRU� EXW IRU
*RG¶V VDNH� RU UDWKHU ,:$¶V VDNH� GR YRWH IRU VRPHERG\� <RX PHUHO\ QHHG WR UHWXUQ WKH
EDOORW FDUG IURP WKH QH[W LVVXH RI :DWHUZD\V RQ ZKLFK \RX YRWH IRU WKH FDQGLGDWH�V� RI \RXU
FKRLFH LQ RUGHU WR DGG \RXU LQIOXHQFH WR WKH $VVRFLDWLRQ¶V ZRUN IRU WKH QH[W WZHOYH PRQWKV�
,W¶V WKH RQO\ ZD\ WKDW FKDQJHV FDQ EH PDGH� LI FKDQJH LV ZKDW \RX ZDQW� 7KH µDFWLYLVWV¶ RI
&$1$/� OB	6'& DQG %OLVZRUWK PLJKW VD\ WKDW FKDQJH LV ZKDW ZH �E\ ZKLFK LV PHDQW µWKH\¶�
ZDQW� EXW LV LW ZKDW WKH VLOHQW PDMRULW\ ZDQW" 2QO\ \RXU YRWHV ZLOO DQVZHU WKDW TXHVWLRQ�
)LQDOO\� RQ D VOLJKWO\ OLJKWHU QRWH� LW LV LQWHUHVWLQJ WR VHH WKDW KDYLQJ FRPSOHWHO\ UXLQHG DQ\
DWWHPSWV DW IOXHQW� RU LQGHHG DQ\ RWKHU NLQG RI ORFNZKHHOLQJ� DW +DPSVWHDG 5RDG ORFNV RQ
WKH 5HJHQWV &DQDO LQ &DPGHQ 7RZQ� WKH &(*%� ZKRVH ZRUNV KDYH FRPSOHWHO\ EORFNHG WKH
WRZSDWK KHUH� DQG LQ PDQ\ RWKHU SODFHV IRU WKH SDVW IHZ \HDUV KDYH JUDQWHG D µFRQFHVVLRQ¶
ZKHUHE\ D %:% VDQLWDU\ VWDWLRQ NH\ ZLOO RSHQ WKH SDGORFNV WR ERDWHUV DERXW WKHLU
OHJLWLPDWH EXVLQHVV� +DYLQJ UHFHQWO\ VWUXJJOHG XS DQG GRZQ WKHVH ORRNV� ,� IRU RQH� DP
H[WUHPHO\ JUDWHIXO WKDW WKLV FRQFHVVLRQ KDV EHHQ QHJRWLDWHG� 1HYHUWKHOHVV LW¶V DOO UDWKHU
VWUDQJH� 7KH FDEOH LV EHLQJ ODLG XQGHU WKH WRZSDWK RQ WKH JURXQGV RI HFRQRP\� EXW
XQIRUWXQDWHO\ WKH SULRULW\ IRU UHLQVWDWHPHQW� FRPSDUHG WR WKH VSHHG ZLWK ZKLFK URDG ZRUNV
DUH FRPSOHWHG� VHHPV WR EH HQWLUHO\ ODFNLQJ� $QG WKH SHRSOH IRU ZKRP WKH FDQDO VHUYHV LWV¶
SULPH SXUSRVH DUH WKH PRVW JUHDWO\ LQFRQYHQLHQFHG� 2EYLRXVO\ WKH &(*% NQRZV DV OLWWOH
DERXW ORFNZKHHOLQJ DV µ:LQGODVV¶ GRHV DERXW FDEOH OD\LQJ� ,
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LQFOXGLQJ D IXOO SURJUDPPH RI OD�
UHVWRUHG VWHDP�SRZHUHG QDUURY
UHVSOHQGHQW LQ WKHLU )HOORZV 0RUWF
DOVR EH D ³URZ²SDVW´ RI WUDGLWL
SRZHUHG ERDWV ZKLFK KDYH JDWKH
'XULQJ 6DWXUGD\ DIWHUQRRQ WKH F�
IURP )OHHW VKRXOG EH DUULYLQJ RQ
$GYHUWLVHU¶V µ5LYHU 3ULQFHVV¶ EHD
2Q ERWK GD\V WKH 0LNURQ 7KHDW
SHUIRUPDQFH RI ODVW \HDU¶V PDJQLL
SP RQ 6XQGD\ WKHUH LV D UDUH RSS
ODVW WHQ \HDUV� µ,¶G JR %DFN 7RP
DQG DV DW ODVW \HDU¶V µ1DWLRQDO¶ � V
QRW LQ LW� �� 0DQ\ RWKHU HYHQWV ZLO
DQG &DQDO 6RFLHW\ VWDQGV DW ZKLFK
7KH )HVWLYDO LV RSHQ WR WKH JHQHU
6XQGD\ IURP ����� DP � ���� SQ
HYHQW QRW WR EH PLVVHG� PDNH D QR
DOO WKH ZD\ IURP WKH µ1DWLRQDO¶ >

&UHZ 6XSSHU DQG &RQFHUW
:K\ QRW VWDUW WKH )HVWLYDO E\ JLYLU
FRVW� :KHWKHU \RX DUULYH DW *RGDK
QLJKW FHOHEUDWLRQV ZKLFK FRPPHQW
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working WRG team, and Ken Hawkins, a member of Council’s influential F & GP
Committee.
Unfortunately, due to pressure of work and the need to devote more time to the restoration
movement, Graham and Alan have decided to stand down. So far, three other candidates
have come forwards. First is Beverley Stainer, SE Region Secretary. Her involvementin the
publicity of 1980’s National and the recent Little Venice Rally, did much to ensure their suc-
cess and she is already committed to the equal success of Water Freight 80’s and the 1982
National at Titford Pools in Birmingham. Beverley would be the first (for some consider-
able time) and only woman on Council. Also standing is David Blagrove, a long-time mem-
ber of the Association, founder member of what is now Northampton Branch and a pre-
vious branch Chairman for many years. David is a well known canal ‘personality’ and res-
ponsible, in part, for the success of the Blisworth Protest Rally. Chartered surveyor Hugh
Perks, a conservation surveyor to many historic buildings, is another candidate for election.
Hugh, a former Thames bargeman is consultant editor to Coast and Country and has a con-
siderable knowledge of, and interest in, inland and coastal water freightage. There may be
other candidates as nominations are not due until 1 August, 1981. Windlass is obviously not
campaigning nor yet electioneering, for any one, or all four of these candidates. The choice
is up to all of us, peoplelike you and people like me. I am not saying who to vote for, but for
God's sake, or rather IWA’s sake, do vote for somebody. You merely need to return the
ballot card from the next issue of Waterways on which you vote for the candidate(s) of your
choice in order to add your influence to the Association’s work for the next twelve months.
It’s the only way that changes can be made, if change is what you want. The ‘activists’ of
CANAL, L&SDC and Blisworth might say that change is what we (by which is meant ‘they’)
want, butis it what the silent majority want? Only your votes will answer that question.
Finally, on a slightly lighter note,it is interesting to see that having completely ruined any
attempts at fluent, or indeed any other kind of lockwheeling, at Hampstead Road locks on
the Regents Canal in Camden Town, the CEGB, whose works have completely blocked the
towpath here, and in many other places for the past few years have granted a ‘concession’
whereby a BWB sanitary station key will open the padlocks to boaters about their
legitimate business. Having recently struggled up and down these locks, I, for one, am
extremely grateful that this concession has been negotiated. Nevertheless it’s all rather
strange. The cable is being laid under the towpath on the grounds of economy, but
unfortunately the priority for reinstatement, compared to the speed with which road works
are completed, seemsto be entirely lacking. And the people for whom the canal servesits’
prime purpose are the most greatly inconvenienced. Obviously the CEGB knows as little
about lockwheeling as ‘Windlass’ does about cable laying!!

MACDONALD MARINE
Cassio Wharf, Watford

FOR ALL DRYDOCK WORK — STEEL HULL & CABIN REPAIRS &
MODIFICATIONS, ENGINE INSTALLATIONS, MAINTENANCE & SERVICING

ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING, HEATING & CALOR GAS SYSTEMS FITTED
FRESH WATER SACRIFICIAL ANODES ALWAYS IN STOCK

NARROWBOAT CONDITION SURVEY REPORTS PREPARED AND
PRE-PURCHASE CONSULTANCY.

24 HOUR BREAKDOWN SERVICE
PERSONAL SERVICE OF THE HIGHEST QUALITY GUARANTEED

PHONE WATFORD 48145 (wenuatrenoeo
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5DSLG 3URJUHVV RQ WKH %DVLQJVWRNH
$ MRLQW PDQDJHPHQW FRPPLWWHH LV WR EH IRUPHG E\ +DPSVKLUH DQG 6XUUH\ &RXQW\ &RXQFLOV
WR UXQ WKH ���PLOH %DVLQJVWRNH &DQDO� 7KH XQSUHFHGHQWHG PRYH ZDV DQQRXQFHG DW WKH
$QQXDO *HQHUDO 0HHWLQJ RI WKH 6XUUH\ DQG +DPSVKLUH &DQDO 6RFLHW\�
7KH &DQDO 6RFLHW\ KDV EHHQ SUHVVLQJ IRU WKH &DQDO WR EH PDQDJHG DV DQ HQWLW\ LQ WKH
LQWHUHVWV RI FUHDWLQJ D XQLIRUP VWDQGDUG RI PDLQWHQDQFH DQG IRU WKH EHQHILW RI XVHUV�
$QJOLQJ� ERDWLQJ� QDWXUDO KLVWRU\ DQG UDPEOLQJ RUJDQLVDWLRQV� WRJHWKHU ZLWK WKH &DQDO
6RFLHW\� ZLOO EH UHSUHVHQWHG RQ WKH PDQDJHPHQW FRPPLWWHH ZKLFK ZLOO EH IRUPHG LQ WKH
$XWXPQ�
2YHU ��� PHPEHUV RI WKH &DQDO 6RFLHW\ DWWHQGHG WKH $QQXDO *HQHUDO 0HHWLQJ KHOG DW 6W�
$QGUHZ¶V +DOO� )ULPOH\ *UHHQ RQ 6DWXUGD\� $SULO ��WK�
,Q D UHSRUW RQ WKH ODVW \HDU¶V SURJUHVV PDGH LQ UHVWRULQJ WKH &DQDO� WKH 6RFLHW\¶V &KDLUPDQ�
0U 5RELQ +LJJV VDLG WKDW ZKDW KDG EHHQ H[SHFWHG WR EH D \HDU RI FRQVROLGDWLRQ KDG
SURYHG WR EH RQH RI FRQVLGHUDEOH SURJUHVV� µ, GR EHOLHYH ZH DUH QRZ SDVW WKH KDOIZD\ VWDJH�
DQG WKDW WKH PRPHQWXP ZLOO LQFUHDVH DV WLPH JRHV RQ�¶ VDLG 0U +LJJV�
7KH 6RFLHW\ KDG FRQWLQXHG WR PDNH D VLJQLILFDQW FRQWULEXWLRQ WRZDUGV UHVWRUDWLRQ� $W WKH


 ZHVWHUQ HQG RI WKH FDQDO� YROXQWDU\ ZRUNHUV KDG PDGH JRRG SURJUHVV GUHGJLQJ WKH
ZDWHUZD\ WR WKH H[WHQW WKDW ���� PLOHV IURP 1RUWK :DUQERURXJK WR 'RJPHUVILHOG ZHUH
QRZ FOHDUHG�
5DSLG SURJUHVV KDG EHHQ PDGH RQ UH²OLQLQJ WKH � PLOH $VK HPEDQNPHQW ZKLFK ZDV
H[SHFWHG WR EH FRPSOHWHG DQG UH�ILOOHG ZLWK ZDWHU ODWHU WKLV \HDU� 0U +LJJV SDLG WULEXWH WR
WKH YROXQWDU\ ZRUNLQJ SDUWLHV� OHDG E\ 0U 6WDQ 0HOOHU� ZKR KDG ODLG D UDLOZD\ OLQH DORQJ
WKH HPEDQNPHQW WR WUDQVSRUW FOD\ IRU UH�OLQLQJ WKH ZDWHU FKDQQHO� 7KH ZRUN LV EHLQJ GRQH
LQ FR�RSHUDWLRQ ZLWK WKH WZR &RXQW\ &RXQFLOV�
(PSKDVLVLQJ WKH QHHG IRU WKH 6RFLHW\ WR FRQWLQXH UDLVLQJ PRQH\ DQG DWWUDFW IXQGV� 0U
+LJJV VDLG WKDW WKH 6RFLHW\ QRZ HPSOR\HG � IXOOWLPH ZRUNHUV RQ UHVWRULQJ WKH FDQDO ZKRVH
ZDJHV ZRXOG DPRXQW WR ��������
&RQFOXGLQJ KLV UHSRUW� 0U +LJJV UHFRUGHG WKH UHFHQW GHDWKV RI WZR SHRSOH ZKR KDG WDNHQ
D VSHFLDO LQWHUHVW LQ WKH IXWXUH RI WKH %DVLQJVWRNH &DQDO� 0U 5REHUW $LFNPDQ� IRXQGHU RI
WKH ,QODQG :DWHUZD\V $VVRFLDWLRQ� DQG 0U 'DYLG 3XPIUHWW� D IRUPHU &KDLUPDQ RI
+DPSVKLUH &RXQW\ &RXQFLO¶V 5HFUHDWLRQ &RPPLWWHH� ZKR KDG EHHQ LQIOXHQWLDO LQ WKH
&RXQFLO¶V GHFLVLRQ WR SXUFKDVH DQG UHVWRUH WKH ZDWHUZD\�
7KH 6RFLHW\¶V 7UHDVXUHU� 0U %U\DQ -RQHV UHSRUWHG D KHDOWK\ ILQDQFLDO SRVLWLRQ ZLWK DQ
H[FHVV RI ������� LQ LQFRPH RYHU H[SHQGLWXUH� %XW KH ZDUQHG WKDW WKH 6RFLHW\ ZRXOG KDYH
WR UDLVH FRQVLGHUDEO\ PRUH PRQH\ WKLV \HDU LQ RUGHU WR PHHW D SODQQHG H[SHQGLWXUH RI
�������� �
7KH 6RFLHW\¶V 3UHVLGHQW� WKH (DUO RI 2QVORZ� DQQRXQFHG D GHFLVLRQ IRU D FRQWULEXWLRQ
WRZDUGV UHVWRUDWLRQ IXQGV WR EH PDGH IURP WKH SURFHHGV RI WKH DQQXDO KRUVH WULDOV WR EH
KHOG DW &ODQGRQ 3DUN LQ 2FWREHU�
0U 7HG :LOOLDPV� WKH 6RFLHW\¶V 0HPEHUVKLS 6HFUHWDU\� UHSRUWHG D FXUUHQW PHPEHUVKLS
ILJXUH RI ������ B
7KDQNLQJ WKH +DPSVKLUH DQG 6XUUH\ &RXQW\ &RXQFLOV� RZQHUV RI WKH &DQDO� IRU WKHLU FR�
RSHUDWLRQ RYHU WKH ODVW \HDU� WKH 6RFLHW\¶V 9LFH�&KDLUPDQ� 0U 'DYLG 0LOOHWW UHSRUWHG WKDW
WKH 6RFLHW\ QRZ KDG DQ DFWLYH FRPPLWWHH LQ :RNLQJ XQGHU WKH FKDLUPDQVKLS RI 0U 3HWHU
&R[KHDG� ZKR KDG RUJDQLVHG D VXFFHVVIXO :RNLQJ 7RZQ 'D\ DWWHQGHG E\ WKH 0D\RU RI
:RNLQJ DQG &UDQOH\ 2QVORZ� 0HPEHU RI 3DUOLDPHQW IRU :RNLQJ� 7KH &RPPLWWHH KDG
DOVR UDLVHG ZHOO RYHU ������ IURP D VSRQVRUHG ZDON�
0U 0LOOHWW H[SUHVVHG WKH 6RFLHW\¶V JUDWLWXGH WR 0U 5LFKDUG $OOQXWW IRU UDLVLQJ IXQGV IURP
FKDULWDEOH WUXVWV DQG WR 0U 7HG :LOOLDPV IRU RUJDQLVLQJ WKH 6RFLHW\¶V DQQXDO GUDZ ZKLFK
KDG UDLVHG RYHU ������ LQ WKH ODVW WKUHH \HDUV�
$ YDULHG VRFLDO SURJUDPPH KDG EHHQ UXQ WKURXJKRXW WKH \HDU� 0U 0LOOHWW UHSRUWHG�
LQFOXGLQJ ZHHNHQG WULSV WR RWKHU ZDWHUZD\V� VRFLDO HYHQLQJV DW )DUQERURXJK DQG :RNLQJ�
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D %DUQ 'DQFH DQG WKH WKLUG DQQX�
&DQRH &OXE�
,Q D VHULHV RI LOOXVWUDWHG UHVWRUDWLF
0DQSRZHU 6HUYLFHV &RPPLVVLRQ¶
IOLJKW RI �� ORFNV� VDLG WKDW WKH �
WKURXJKRXW WKH \HDU� $ QHZ VFK
DXWKRULVHG�
0U -RQHV UHSRUWHG WKDW ZRUN RQ
DQG QHZ ORFN JDWHV KDG EHHQ EXL
VWDUWLQJ RQ WKH %URRNZRRG ORFNV�
0U -RQHV VDLG WKDW YDOXDEOH DVVLVW�
ZKHUH DSSUHQWLFHV KDG EXLOW WZF
&RQVWUXFWLRQ ,QGXVWU\ 7UDLQLQJ %F
,Q DGGLWLRQ WR UHVWRULQJ ORFNV� WK
EXLOGLQJ &RZVKRWW 0DQRU %ULGJH�
$ KLJKOLJKW RI YROXQWDU\ ZRUNHUV
������ PDQ KRXUV KDG EHHQ ZRUNHU
UHVSRQVLEOH IRU FRPSOHWLQJ /RFN �½
2WKHU YROXQWHHUV FRQWLQXHG WR PD
LW ZDV KRSHG WR VWDUW ZRUN RQ /RFN
$ UHFRUG SURILW FORVH RQ ������� I
ZDV UHSRUWHG E\ 0U 3HWHU )HWKQHM
WKH FDQDO� ZHUH DOORFDWHG WR WKH
2SHUDWHG RQ WKH &DQDO IURP &ROW
GXULQJ WKH (DVWHU +ROLGD\� DQG FKD
,Q UHSRUWV RQ WKH WZR &RXQW\ &R
+DPSVKLUH VDLG WKDW ZRUN KDG FHQ
LQ WRZSDWK OHYHOOLQJ� QHFHVVDU\ WUH
VRPH GUHGJLQJ ZRUN�
5HFHQWO\ WKH FDQDO UDQJHUV KDG
VDSOLQJVXRQ D VLOW GXPS DW /RXVOH\
DQ HPEDQNPHQW DGMDFHQW WR 7XQG�
WUHHV� 0U *HUU\ VDLG UHJUHWIXOO\�
%DQN UHLQIRUFHPHQW ZRUN KDG DOV
([SHULHQFH WHDPV KDG EHHQ KHOS
OHDGHUVKLS RI -RKQ $UQROG�
7KLV \HDU 0U *HUU\ VDLG LW ZDV K�
DQG %DUOH\ 0RZ %ULGJH DW :LQFKI
6XUUH\ &RXQW\ &RXQFLO� ZKR KDG
FDQDO DW :RNLQJ GXULQJ ODVW \HDU�Y
HPSOR\HG RQ WKH 'HHSFXW ÀLJKW RL
HPSOR\LQJ D FDUSHQWHU EXLOGLQJ O�
DJUHHG WR PDNH D VXEVWDQWLDO JUDQW

:DWHUZD\ 3URSRVDOV L
7KH YDOXH RI D ZDWHUZD\ RUJDQLV�
ZDWHUZD\ WR WKH ORFDO &RXQFLO LV X
IRU FRPPHQWV E\ WKH &KHOPVIRUG "
6RPH \HDUV DJR WKH &KHOPVIRUG
H[WHQGLQJ WKH QDYLJDEOH OLPLWV RI
FHQWUH RI WKH 7RZQ� HLWKHU E\ FRQV
FRQVWUXFWLQJ D VKRUW OLQNLQJ FDQDO

Rapid Progress on the Basingstoke
A joint management committee is to be formed by Hampshire and Surrey County Councils
to run the 32-mile Basingstoke Canal. The unprecedented move was announced at the
Annual General Meeting of the Surrey and Hampshire Canal Society.
The Canal Society has been pressing for the Canal to be managed as an entity in the
interests of creating a uniform standard of maintenance and for the benefit of users.
Angling, boating, natural history and rambling organisations, together with the Canal
Society, will be represented on the management committee which will be formed in the
Autumn.
Over 200 members of the Canal Society attended the Annual General Meeting held at St.
Andrew’s Hall, Frimley Green on Saturday, April 11th.
In a report on the last year’s progress made in restoring the Canal, the Society’s Chairman,
Mr Robin Higgs said that what had been expected to be a year of consolidation had
proved to be one of considerable progress. ‘I do believe we are now past the halfway stage,
and that the momentum will increase as time goes on,’ said Mr Higgs.
The Society had continued to make a significant contribution towards restoration. At the
western end of the canal, voluntary workers had made good progress dredging the
waterway to the extent that 4% miles from North Warnborough to Dogmersfield were
now cleared.
Rapid progress had been made on re-lining the 34 mile Ash embankment which was
expected to be completed and re-filled with waterlater this year. Mr Higgs paid tribute to
the voluntary working parties, lead by Mr Stan Meller, who had laid a railway line along
the embankmentto transportclay for re-lining the water channel. The work is being done
in co-operation with the two County Councils.
Emphasising the need for the Society to continue raising money and attract funds, Mr
Higgs said that the Society now employed 5 fulltime workers on restoring the canal whose
wages would amount to £22,000.
Concluding his report, Mr Higgs recorded the recent deaths of two people who had taken
a specialinterest in the future of the Basingstoke Canal, Mr Robert Aickman, founder of
the Inland Waterways Association, and Mr David Pumfrett, a former Chairman of
Hampshire County Council's Recreation Committee, who had been influential in the
Council’s decision to purchase and restore the waterway.
The Society’s Treasurer, Mr Bryan Jones reported a healthy financial position with an
excess of £12,000 in income over expenditure. But he warned that the Society would have
to raise considerably more money this year in order to meet a planned expenditure of
£48,000. 3
The Society’s President, the Earl of Onslow, announced a decision for a contribution
towards restoration funds to be made from the proceeds of the annual horse trials to be
held at Clandon Park in October.
Mr Ted Williams, the Society’s Membership Secretary, reported a current membership
figure of 1,396.
Thanking the Hampshire and Surrey County Councils, owners of the Canal, for their co-
operation over the last year, the Society’s Vice-Chairman, Mr David Millett reported that
the Society now had an active committee in Woking under the chairmanship of Mr Peter
Coxhead, who had organised a successful Woking Town Day attended by the Mayor of
Woking and Cranley Onslow, Member of Parliament for Woking. The Committee had
also raised well over £5,000 from a sponsored walk.
Mr Millett expressed the Society’s gratitude to Mr Richard Allnutt for raising funds from
charitable trusts and to Mr Ted Williams for organising the Society’s annual draw which
had raised over £5,000 in the last three years.
A varied social programme had been run throughout the year, Mr Millett reported,
including weekend trips to other waterways, social evenings at Farnborough and Woking,
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VDPH WLPH� WKH\ SXW IRUZDUG PRUH PRGHVW VFKHPHV IRU LPSURYLQJ ERWK WKH &KHOPHU DQG WKH
&DQ IRU OLJKW FUDIW IRU VRPH PLOHV XSVWUHDP E\ WKH SURYLVLRQ RI ODQGLQJ VWDJHV DQG SRUWDJH
SDWKV DURXQG WKH YDULRXV ZHLUV�
7KH ODWWHU LGHDV KDYH EHHQ RIILFLDOO\ DGRSWHG E\ WKH &RXQFLO DQG DUH WR EH FDUULHG RXW DV
SDUW RI D UROOLQJ SURJUDPPH RI LPSURYLQJ ULYHUVLGH IDFLOLWLHV� $W WKH VDPH WLPH WKH PDMRU
VFKHPH KDV EHHQ SXW IRUZDUG DQG DSSURYHG E\ WKH &RXQFLO DV D VXJJHVWLRQ� $PRQJ WKH
DWWUDFWLRQV UHFRJQLVHG E\ WKH &RXQFLO LV WKH SRVVLELOLW\ RI D SXEOLF WULS ERDW EHLQJ DEOH WR
RSHUDWH IURP &HQWUDO 3DUN GRZQVWUHDP WRZDUGV 0DOGRQ DQG WKH DWWUDFWLRQ RI PRWRU
ERDWV EHLQJ DEOH WR SHQHWUDWH ULJKW LQWR WKH WRZQ FHQWUH�
7KH UHSRUW DOVR QRWHV WKDW &KHOPVIRUG %DVLQ LV FXUUHQWO\ XQXVHG DQG� DV VXJJHVWHG E\ ,:$�
KDV D SRWHQWLDO IRU SHULRG PRRULQJV IRU PRWRU FUXLVHUV DQG IDFLOLWLHV IRU ZLQWHU RYHUKDXO�
$OO WKHVH LGHDV KDYH WKH VXSSRUW RI PRVW RI WKH UHFUHDWLRQDO RUJDQLVDWLRQV LQ WKH WRZQ
LQFOXGLQJ WKH &KHOPVIRUG ,QODQG :DWHUZD\V $GYLVRU\ *URXS� DQ LQIRUPDO RUJDQLVDWLRQ
LQFOXGLQJ UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV RI WKH &KHOPVIRUG &DQRH &OXE� WKH &KHOPHU /LJKWHU 3UHVHUYDWLRQ
6RFLHW\ DQG LQGLYLGXDO ZDWHUZD\ HQWKXVLDVWV�

)XUWKHU 5HVWRUDWLRQ DW 6XGEXU\ 1DYLJDWLRQ %DVLQ
7KH 5LYHU 6WRXU 7UXVW DUH SOHDVHG WR DQQRXQFH WKDW WKH FOHDUDQFH RI WKH VHFRQG DUP RI
6XGEXU\ 1DYLJDWLRQ %DVLQ ZLOO EH XQGHUWDNHQ LQµ-XO\ RI WKLV \HDU�
7KLV KXQGUHG \DUG FKDQQHO ZLOO EH FOHDUHG LQ D PRQWK ORQJ RSHUDWLRQ E\ WKH ���WK &LYLO
(QJLQHHULQJ 6TXDGURQ RI WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWHV $LU )RUFH DV D SUDFWLFDO WUDLQLQJ H[HUFLVH IRU
WKHLU PHQ PDNLQJ XVH RI KHDY\ HDUWK PRYLQJ HTXLSPHQW�
7KH FXW KDV EHHQ GLVXVHG VLQFH WKH WXUQ RI WKH FHQWXU\ DQG LV QRZ FRPSOHWHO\ VLOWHG XS DQG
RYHUJURZQ� :KHQ WKH ZRUN LV FRPSOHWH LW ZLOO EH WUDQVIRUPHG LQWR DQ DWWUDFWLYH ZDWHU DUHD�
$V ZHOO DV SURYLGLQJ VSDFH IRU PRRULQJV WKH FKDQQHO ZLOO SURYLGH D ZDWHU DFFHVV WR D
QLQHWHHQWK FHQWXU\ JUDQDU\� DW SUHVHQW GHUHOLFW� ZKLFK WKH 7UXVW KRSH HYHQWXDOO\ WR DFTXLUH
DQG XVH DV D KHDGTXDUWHUV DQG QDYLJDWLRQ PXVHXP�
,Q UHVSRQVH WR SUHVVXUH IURP WKH 7UXVW� WKH RZQHUV RI WKH SURSHUW\� ZKLFK LV OLVWHG� KDYH
UHFHQWO\ FDUULHG RXW UHSDLUV WR WKH URRI WR PDNH LW ZLQG DQG ZDWHU WLJKW�
:KHQ WKH FXUUHQW FOHDUDQFH SURMHFW LV XQGHUWDNHQ WKH FOHDUDQFH RI WKH 6XGEXU\ 1DYLJDWLRQ
%DVLQ FRPSOH[ ZLOO EH FRPSOHWH VR IDU DV LV SRVVLEOH�

6SHFLDOLVWV LQ :DWHUVLGH &RQVWUXFWLRQ

7� +$55,621 &+$3/,1 /7'�
(67� ����

3OHDVH VHQGIRU RXU LOOXVWUDWHG EURFKXUH
0($'+8567 3$5. 1856(5<
&$'%85< 52$'
681%85< 21 7+$0(6� 0,'';�
7(/(3+21(� 681%85< �����
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,QODQG 6KLSS

)RU VHYHUDO PRQWKV WKH 6RXWK
LQYHVWLJDWLQJ WKH SRVVLELOLW\ RI KRO
2I QDWLRQDO DQG LQWHUQDWLRQDO LQOD
WKHUH DUH PDQ\ GLIIHUHQW RUJDQLVDW
WUDQVSRUW E\ ZDWHU� :H IHOW WKDW
WKHVH RUJDQLVDWLRQV DQG KHQFH SUH
JRYHUQPHQW DWWLWXGHV�
6R� ZH DUH SOHDVHG WR DQQRXQFH WK
����� 0DUFK� ����� 7KH HYHQW
:DWHUZD\V 7UDQVSRUW $VVRFLDWL2-
H[KLELWLRQ� EHLQJ RUJDQLVHG E\ WKH
7KH IRXU�GD\ H[KLELWLRQ ZLOO EH K
DQG ZLOO FRQVLVW RI ODQG EDVHG D
JHQHUDO SXEOLF ZLOO EH ZHOFRPH �
6XQGD\� �� DQG �� 0DUFK� 7KH W
6FLHQFH DQG 7HFKQRORJ\� /RQGRQ
:H DUH LQWHQGLQJ WKDW WKH HYHQ
LQWHUQDWLRQDO FRPSDQLHV LQYROYHG
DVVHPEOHG YHVVHOV DQG GLVSOD\V ZLOO
JRRGV YHKLFOHV LQ RXU PDMRU FLWLHV�
LQGXVWU\� WKH JHQHUDO SXEOLF DQG
IROORZV�

,� 7R GHPRQVWUDWH WKH HFRQRP�³
WUDQVSRUW�
�� 7R GHPRQVWUDWH WKH HQHUJ\ HIILU
�� 7R VSHFLILFDOO\ KLJKOLJKW WKH SF
IUHLJKWZD\�
�� Ɍɨ JHQHUDWH VXIILFLHQW ORFDO DQ�
DQG FRQFOXVLRQV WR WKH DWWHQWLRQ T
JRYHUQPHQW� �

�,W LV DOVR LQWHQGHG WR VXPPDULVH D
SDUWLFLSDQWV� DQG RWKHU LQWHUHVWHF
QHYHU EHHQ DQ HYHQW RI WKLV QDWXUH
LWV VXFFHVV� LQ EULQJLQJ WKH LPSR
WUDQVSRUW SODQQLQJ�
,W ³LV SDUWLFXODUO\ DSW WKDW :DWHU )�
ZKLFK PDQ\ RWKHU HYHQWV GHSLFWLQJ
)XUWKHU GHWDLOV DUH DYDLODEOH IURP

same time, they put forward more modest schemes for improving both the Chelmer and the
Can for light craft for some miles upstream by the provision of landing stages and portage
paths around the various weirs.
The latter ideas have been officially adopted by the Council and are to be carried out as
part of a rolling programme of improving riverside facilities. At the same time the major
scheme has been put forward and approved by the Council as a suggestion. Among the
attractions recognised by the Council is the possibility of a public trip boat being able to
operate from Central Park downstream towards Maldon and the attraction of motor
boats being able to penetrate right into the town centre.
The report also notes that Chelmsford Basin is currently unused and, as suggested by IWA,
has a potential for period moorings for motor cruisers and facilities for winter overhaul.
All these ideas have the support of most of the recreational organisations in the town
including the Chelmsford Inland Waterways Advisory Group, an informal organisation
including representatives of the Chelmsford Canoe Club, the Chelmer Lighter Preservation
Society and individual waterway enthusiasts.

Further Restoration at Sudbury Navigation Basin
The River Stour Trust are pleased to announce that the clearance of the second arm of
Sudbury Navigation Basin will be undertaken inJuly ofthis year.
This hundred yard channel will be cleared in a month long operation by the 819th Civil
Engineering Squadron of the United States Air Force as a practical training exercise for
their men making use of heavy earth moving equipment.
The cut has been disused since the turn of the century and is now completely silted up and
overgrown. When the work is complete it will be transformed into an attractive water area.
As well as providing space for moorings the channel will provide a water access to a
nineteenth century granary, at present derelict, which the Trust hope eventually to acquire
and use as a headquarters and navigation museum.
In response to pressure from the Trust, the owners of the property, which is listed, have
recently carried out repairs to the roof to make it wind and water tight.
When the current clearance project is undertaken the clearance of the Sudbury Navigation
Basin complex will be complete so far as is possible.

Specialists in Waterside Construction

T. HARRISON CHAPLIN LTD.
EST. 1907

Please sendfor ourillustrated brochure
MEADHURST PARK NURSERY
CADBURY ROAD
SUNBURY ON THAMES, MIDDX.
TELEPHONE: SUNBURY 83371

===RIPARIAN OWNER SERVICE

12
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For several months the South
investigating the possibility of hol
of national and international inla
there are many different organisat
transport by water. We felt that
these organisations and hence pre
governmentattitudes.
So, we are pleased to announce th
25-30 March, 1982. The event
Waterways Transport Associatio
exhibition, being organised by the
The four-day exhibition will be k
and will consist of land based a
general public will be welcome
Sunday, 27 and 28 March. The tw
Science and Technology, London
We are intending that the even
international companies involved
assembled vessels and displays wil
goods vehicles in our major cities
industry, the general public and
follows:

1. To demonstrate the economi
transport.
2. To demonstrate the energy effic
3. To specifically highlight the pc
freightway.
4. To generate sufficient local an
and conclusions to the attention o
government.

It is also intended to summarise a
participants, and other interestec
never been an event ofthis nature
its success, in bringing the impo
transport planning.
Itis particularly apt that Water Fi
which many other events depicting
Further details are available from
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/RQGRQ¶V :DWHUZD\V � 7DUQLVK RU 6SDUNOH"
2YHU WKH ZHHNHQG RI ����� 0DUFK� O��O�/RQGRQ %UDQFK KHOG WKHLU FRQIHUHQFH RQ WKH IXWXUH
RI /RQGRQ¶V ZDWHUZD\V DW WKH ,IRU (YDQV +DOO RI 8QLYHUVLW\ &ROOHJH� /RQGRQ� 2YHU IRUW\
VSHDNHUV DQG GHOHJDWHV DWWHQGHG DQG WKH FRQIHUHQFH PXVW EH FRQVLGHUHG D WULXPSK IRU WKH
RUJDQLVHUV� B
0LFKDHO :HVW� WKH 5HJLRQ &KDLUPDQ� WRRN RYHU WKH FKDLUPDQVKLS RI WKH FRQIHUHQFH EH�
FDXVH RI WKH ODVW�PLQXWH LOOQHVV RI )UDQN *UHHQKRZ� ZKR PDVWHU�PLQGHG WKH HYHQW� 2Q WKH
)ULGD\ HYHQLQJ ,OOW\G +DUULQJWRQ� LQWURGXFLQJ WKH FRQIHUHQFH� JDYH WKH %:% YLHZ WKDW
/RQGRQ PXVW VHL]H DOO RSSRUWXQLWLHV IRU IUHLJKW WUDIILF DQG PXVW WU\ WR HGXFDWH LWV FLWL]HQV WR
DSSUHFLDWH WKH SRWHQWLDO XVHV IRU DPHQLW\ DQG WRXULVP WKDW LWV ZDWHUZD\V RIIHU�
6DWXUGD\¶V SURFHHGLQJV ZHUH RSHQHG E\ 'U 'DYLG +LOOLQJ� WKH ,6* &KDLUPDQ� ZKR JDYH DQ
H[FHOOHQW UHVXPp RQ WKH JURZWK DQG GHYHORSPHQW RI D W\SLFDO SRUW� +H UHODWHG WKH GHFOLQH RI
WKH FRPPHUFLDO XVH RI /RQGRQ¶V ZDWHUZD\V WR WKH GHFOLQH RI /RQGRQ DV D SRUW� ,Q /RQGRQ
WKH GLIILFXOW\ LQ FRQYHUWLQJ WKH H[LVWLQJ LQQHU FLW\ GRFNV WR VSHFLDOLVW KDQGOLQJ HTXLSPHQW
SUHFLSLWDWHG WKH JURZWK RI SRUWV OLNH 7LOEXU\� IXUWKHU GRZQVWUHDP� +RZHYHU� 'U +LOOLQJ
FRQVLGHUHG WKDW WKH IXWXUH SRWHQWLDO RI WKH 7KDPHV OLHV LQ GHYHORSLQJ D :HVW /RQGRQ SRUW�
WR ZKLFK &RQWLQHQWDO VHOI�SURSHOOHG EDUJHV FRXOG SO\ GLUHFW� +H DOVR WKRXJKW� WKDW GHVSLWH
WKH EDG VWDUW LQ WKH 8. IRU EDUJH FDUU\LQJ V\VWHPV� DQG LQ YLHZ RI ERWK WKHLU FRQWLQXDO GH�
YHORSPHQW RYHUVHDV DQG WKH PLQLPDO IDFLOLWLHV UHTXLUHG� WKHUH PD\ \HW EH D JUHDWHU XVH RI
WKHVH V\VWHPV LQ WKH IXWXUH RQ RXU HVWXDULDO ZDWHUV�
/RQGRQ %UDQFK 1DYLJDWLRQ DQG 3ODQQLQJ 6XE�FRPPLWWHH PHPEHUV� 'DYLG :RRG DQG &KULV
&RYH�6PLWK� JDYH D GHWDLOHG DSSUDLVDO RI /RQGRQ¶V ZDWHUZD\V DQG 0DUFXV %RXGLHU GHWDLOHG
WKH YDULRXV DUPV DQG EDVLQV RII WKH *8 DQG 5HJHQWV FDQDO DQG VXJJHVWHG XVHV IRU WKHVH
ODUJHO\ XQXVHG ZDWHU VSDFHV�6HYHUDO H[FHSWLRQV ZHUH TXRWHG VXFK DV &LW\ 5RDG DQG %DWWOH�
EULGJH EDVLQV DV H[DPSOHV RI JRRG XVH RI WKHVH VSDFHV� 2Q WKH RWKHU KDQG�3DGGLQJWRQ DQG
/LPHKRXVH ZHUH WZR ODUJH VSDFHV� ZKLFK LI GHYHORSHG WKRXJKWIXOO\� FRXOG JUHDWO\ HQKDQFH
WKH SRWHQWLDO RI /RQGRQ¶V ZDWHUZD\V� ,Q WKH DIWHUQRRQ WKHLU ZDV D ZHOO RUJDQLVHG FRDFK
WRXU RI VRPH RI WKH IHDWXUHV GLVFXVVHG HDUOLHU LQ WKH GD\ LQFOXGLQJ /LPHKRXVH EDVLQ� %DWWOH
�
EULGJH� 6W .DWKHULQH¶V GRFN DQG WKH %RZ %DFN ULYHUV� ,Q WKH HYHQLQJ DQ $Q\ 4XHVWLRQV"
ZDV KHOG� 7KH FRPPHUFLDO XVH RI /RQGRQ¶V ZDWHUZD\V ZDV GLVFXVVHG DW OHQJWK DV ZDV WKH
QHHG WR SHUVXDGH WKH SXEOLF WKDW WKH FDSLWDO¶V ZDWHUZD\V ZHUH D JRLQJ FRQFHUQ� $ FOLPDWH
PXVW EH FUHDWHG ZKHUH EXVLQHVV KDV WKH FRQILGHQFH WR LQYHVW LQ ZDWHUZD\ UHODWHG DFWLYLWLHV�
7ZR PHPEHUV RI WKH SDQHO� 0U 7RQ\ 6FRWW� RI WKH /RQGRQ )HGHUDWLRQ RI $QJOHUV� DQG RXU
1DWLRQDO &KDLUPDQ� -RKQ +HDS� HPSKDVLVHG WKH SRLQW WKDW ERDWHUV� DQJOHUV� ZDONHUV DQG

&RDO DQG 6PRNHOHVV )XHO
&$1$/ 	 *5$3+,& &$55<,1*

DUH SOHDVHG WR EH DEOH WR RIIHU D UHOLDEOH DQG
LQGHSHQGDQW VHUYLFH WR ERDWV DQG ZDWHUVLGH SUHPLVHV

&RDO IURP ��� SHU WRQ� 6PRNHOHVV IURP ���� SHU WRQ�
)XHO RLO DOVR DYDLODEOH DW VHQVLEOH FRVW�
'HOLYHULHV DUH PDGH RQ D UHJXODU EDVLV�

)RU RUGHUV RU IXUWKHU LQIRUPDWLRQ FRQWDFW %LOO %ODLN�
�� $OH[DQGHU 3DUN 5RDG� /RQGRQ 1�� ������ ����

��

DOO XVHUV RI WKH ZDWHUZD\V VKRXOG Z
0U 6FRWWV¶ SUHVHQFH GLG D ORW WR KHO
ZDWHUZD\V�
2Q WKH 6XQGD\ PRUQLQJ %DUU\ 0D�
PLWWHH� DJUHHG ZLWK 'U +LOOLQJ WKDW W@
OD\ ZLWK VHOI�SURSHOOHG VHD�JRLQJ EDU
DOV ZHUH SHVVLPLVWLF� +H DOVR PHQWLU
LYLWLHV RI WKH 1DWLRQDO 'RFN /DERX
&HQWUDO $UHD 'HYHORSPHQW 8QLW� &
.DWKHULQH¶V 'RFN� WKRXJK RQO\ RQH
RQ EDODQFH� DQG WKH &DQDOZD\ 3DUN
KHDUG IURP WKH &KDLUPDQ RI ,:$$4
&DQDOZD\ 3DUNV DQG WKH &DQDOZD\
���� JUDQW IURP WKH &RXQWU\VLGH &X
0LFKDHO :HVW OHG WKH ILQDO VHVVLRQ� ,²
3DUNHU LQ VXPPDULVLQJ WKH FRQFOXVLR
6WDWLVWLFV RQ FXUUHQW SRWHQWLDO XVH RI
$ ILQDQFLDO SROLF\ PXVW H[LVW HPEUDF
3DGGLQJWRQ DQG /LPHKRXVH %DVLQV G
$ FRQWLQXLQJ GLDORJXH ZLWK DOO OLNH�U
WRZDUGV WKH HVWDEOLVKPHQW RI D &DQD
7KH GHOHJDWHV GHSDUWHG DW OXQFKWLP
YHU\ LQWHUHVWLQJ DQG HQMR\DEOH EXW ��
YHORSPHQW RI /RQGRQ¶V ZDWHUZD\V�

/HWWHUV WR WKH 3DSHUV
,W LV QRW XQNQRZQ IRU :LQGODVV WF
ZDWHUZD\V DQG KRZ DQ\ LQGLYLGXDO ,@
SULFH RI D SRVWDJH VWDPS� 0HPEHU ͆
SDSHU SXEOLVKHG D OHWWHU RQ WKDW KRDU
VKRW DQG WKH GHDWK RI VZDQV� 7KH &U
�������� SULQWHG D OHWWHU IURP WKH 1�
SRLVRQLQJ RFFXUHG DV D UHVXOW RI WKH
SRLQW RXW WKDW ERDWHUV GRQ¶W OHDYH OHH
EDFN LQ WKH DQJOHUV FRXUW� 7KH IXOO FF
ZD\ RI ZLGHQLQJ RXU DXGLHQFH DQG �
<28 VHH DQ\ PHQWLRQ RI D VXEMHFW
OHWWHU WR \RXU ORFDO SDSHU� \RX¶OO SUR
WKH VDPH WLPH�
:KLOH ZH¶UH RQ WKH VXEMHFW RI DQJOHUV
LOOXVWUDWH WKH ZLGH JDS WKDW H[LVWV EH
QDWLRQDO µZDWHUZD\V¶ SUHVVXUH JUR
ZDWHUZD\V� QRW MXVW WKH ERDWHUV� DQW
UHVHDVRQV IRU WKHLU HQMR\PHQW RI
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ EHWZHHQ ERDWHUV DQG
+DUULVUUWKH VHFUHWDU\ RI WKH 6RXWK (�
LQYLWHG WR DWWHQG D UHFHQW ,:$ 6RXO
SRLQW WR DULVH IURP WKLV PHHWLQJ ZDU
QRU \HW ZDQW WR XQGHUVWDQG� WKH SURE
RI WKLV PHHWLQJ LW LV KRSHG WKDW :LQG
VRPHWKLQJ RI WKH DQJOHUV SRLQW RI YL
LGHDV WR WKH ORFDO DQJOHUV SXEOLFDWLR
ODUJHO\ WKH VDPH VWUHWFKHV RI ZDWHU�

London’s Waterways - Tarnish or Sparkle?
Over the weekend of 27-29 March, 1981, London Branch held their conference on the future
of London’s waterways at the Ifor Evans Hall of University College, London. Over forty
speakers and delegates attended and the conference must be considered a triumph for the
organisers.
Michael West, the Region Chairman, took over the chairmanship of the conference be-
cause of the last-minute illness of Frank Greenhow, who master-minded the event. On the
Friday evening Ilityd Harrington, introducing the conference, gave the BWB view that
London mustseize all opportunities for freight traffic and musttry to educate its citizens to
appreciate the potential uses for amenity and tourism that its waterways offer.
Saturday’s proceedings were opened by Dr David Hilling, the ISG Chairman, who gave an
excellent resumé on the growth and development of a typical port. He related the decline of
the commercial use of London’s waterways to the decline of London as a port. In London
the difficulty in converting the existing inner city docks to specialist handling equipment
precipitated the growth of ports like Tilbury, further downstream. However, Dr Hilling
considered that the future potential of the Thameslies in developing a West London port,
to which Continental self-propelled barges could ply direct. He also thought, that despite
the bad start in the UK for barge carrying systems, and in view of both their continual de-
velopment overseas and the minimal facilities required, there may yet be a greater use of
these systems in the future on our estuarial waters.
London Branch Navigation and Planning Sub-committee members, David Wood and Chris
Cove-Smith, gave a detailed appraisal of London’s waterways and Marcus Boudier detailed
the various arms and basins off the GU and Regents canal and suggested uses for these
largely unused water spaces.Several exceptions were quoted such as City Road and Battle-
bridge basins as examples of good use of these spaces. On the other hand,Paddington and
Limehouse were two large spaces, which if developed thoughtfully, could greatly enhance
the potential of London’s waterways. In the afternoon their was a well organised coach
tour of some of the features discussed earlier in the day including Limehouse basin, Battle-
bridge, St Katherine’s dock and the Bow Back rivers. In the evening an Any Questions?
was held. The commercial use of London’s waterways was discussed at length as was the
need to persuade the public that the capital’s waterways were a going concern. A climate
must be created where business has the confidence to invest in waterway related activities.
Two members of the panel, Mr Tony Scott, of the London Federation of Anglers, and our
National Chairman, John Heap, emphasised the point that boaters, anglers, walkers and

Coal and Smokeless Fuel
CANAL & GRAPHIC CARRYING

are pleased to be able to offer a reliable and
independant service to boats and waterside premises

Coal from £75 per ton. Smokeless from £115 per ton.
Fuel oil also available at sensible cost.
Deliveries are made on a regular basis.

For orders or further information contact Bill Blaik,
44 Alexander Park Road, London N10 01-444 0823
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Letters to the Papers
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waterways and how any individual n
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6LU� ²² , UHDG ZLWK PXFK LQWHUHVW WKH OHWWHU IURP
0U 5 6 +RSNLQV DERXW SUHVHUYLQJ :LOGIRZO DQG
DQLPDO OLIH² EXW KH KDG PDGH WKH VDPH PLVWDNH
DV PDQ\ RWKHUV LQ EODPLQJ DQJOHUV VROHO\ IRU WKH
GHFOLQH LQ DOOIRUPV RI ZLOGOLIH�
7KH UHDO FXOSULWV DUH ERDWV DQG WKH ULYHU
DXWKRULWLHV� DQG QRW DQJOHUV�
7KH DPRXQW RI FUDIW XVLQJ RXU ULYHUV� VWUHDPV
DQG FDQDOV KDV LQFUHDVHG E\ RYHU¿IW\ SHU FHQW LQ
WKH ODVW WHQ \HDUV�
,W LV D NQRZQ IDFW WKDW D SDUW RI DOO ZDWHUIRZOV¶
GLHW LV ZDWHUZHHG RI YDULRXV NLQGV� 7HVWV KDYH
SURYHG WKDW DOO ZHHGV DUH QRZ KHDYLO\
FRQWDPLQDWHG ZLWK DQ DJHQW ZKLFK LV XVHG LQ
SHWURO DQG GLHVHO WR UHGXFH HQJLQH ZHDU�
7KLV FKHPLFDO LV DEVRUEHG VWUDLJKW LQWR WKH ELUGV¶
V\VWHP� FDXVLQJ KLJK OHDG OHYHOV LQ WKH EORRG�
7KHQ WKHUH LV WKH GUHGJLQJ RI EUHHGLQJ VLWHV DQG
IRRG RIDOO NLQGV LQ DWWHPSWV WR FUHDWH PRUH VLWHV
IRU ERDWV DQGSXEOLF OHLVXUH DFWLYLWLHV�
6R , DSSHDO WR DOO ZLOGOLIH ORYHUV DQG PHPEHUV RI
WKH 563&$� 7KH\ VKRXOG ¿JKW WKH SULYDWH
EXLOGLQJ RI ERDW PDULQDV ZKHUHYHU WKH\ RFFXU�
DQG VKRXOG FRPSODLQ DQGSURGXFH HYLGHQFH HYHU\
WLPH D ZDWHU DXWKRULW\ PRYHV LQ ZLWK LWV GUHGJHUV�
' @ 9LQFHQW�
1DWLRQDO$QJOHUV¶ &RXQFLO ,QVWUXFWRU�

6LU� ² $V D PHPEHU RI WKH ,QODQG :DWHUZD\V
$VVRFLDWLRQ� DQ RFFDVLRQDO DQJOHU DQG D ORYHU RI
ZLOGOLIH� , ZDV LQWHUHVWHG LQ ODVW ZHHN¶V OHWWHU
IURP0U' - 9LQFHQW DERXW SUHVHUYLQJ ZLOGIRZO
DQG DQLPDO OLIH�
,W PD\ EH D IDFW WKDW ZDWHUZHHG FRQWDLQV OHDG
ZKLFK LV GLJHVWHG E\ ELUGV� ,W LV D IDFW WKDW OHDG
VKRW KDV EHHQ IRXQG DW KLJK FRQFHQWUDWLRQV LQ
WKHLU VWRPDFKV�
/HDG VKRW WHQGV WR EH GLVFDUGHG E\ DQJOHUV UDWKHU
WKHQ E\ SDVVLQJ ERDWV� DV GRHV Q\ORQ
PRQRILODPHQW OLQH� ZKLFK QRW LQIUHTXHQWO\
PDLPV ZLOGOLIH�
0U 9LQFHQW ZRXOG GR ZHOO WR UHPHPEHU WKDW
WKRXVDQGV RIDQJOHUV ILVK LQ WKH FDQDOV RI%ULWDLQ�
SDUWLFXODUO\ LQ WKH 0LGODQGV� ZDWHU ZKLFK ZRXOG
KDYH EHHQILOOHG LQ PDQ\ \HDUV DJR ZHUH LW QRWIRU
WKRVH ZKRIRXJKW WR SUHVHUYH WKHP�
2YHUZKHOPLQJO\ WKH SUHVHUYDWLRQLVWV ZHUH SHRSOH
ZKR KDG WKH WHPHULW\ WR ZLVK WR XVH FDQDOV IRU
ERDWV� 7KDW ILJKW ZDV SDUWO\ ZRQ� EXW KRZ ORQJ
ZLOO WKH ZDWHUZD\V H[LVW ZLWKRXW WKH ERDWV"
2I FRXUVH WKHUH LV D FDVH DJDLQVW RYHUXVH RI
ZDWHUZD\V� ZKHWKHU E\ ERDWV� DQJOHUV� ZDWHU�
VNLHUV RU GXPSHUV RIEHGVWHDGV�
:+ +DZNHV� 5HJHQF\ :DON� 6KLUOH\�

6LU� ² ,W ZDV ZLWK JUHDW LQWHUHVW WKDW , UHDG WKH
OHWWHU E\ 0U '- 9LQFHQW" UHJDUGLQJ DQJOLQJ�
ZLOGOLIH� ERDWLQJ� HWF�� RQ FDQDOV DQG QDYLJDEOH

��

ULYHUV�
&DQDOV ZHUH SXUSRVH EXLOW ZDWHUZD\V VSHFLILFDOO\
GHVLJQHG WR DOORZ ERDWV WR FDU\ FDUJRHV IURP $
WR %� WKH IDFW WKDW WKH\ QRZ SURYLGH ILVKLQJ� SOXV
PDQ\ RWKHU UHFUHDWLRQDO DVSHFWV �WRZSDWK
ZDONLQJ� HWF�� LV DQ DGGLWLRQDO ERQXV�
1DYLJDEOH ULYHUV KDYH KDG ERDWHUV DQG ¿VK
H[LVWLQJ VLGH E\ VLGH IURP WLPH LPPHPRULDO� DQG
VKRXOG FRQWLQXH WR GR VR�
,I FDQDOV ZHUH QRW GUHGJHG DQG PDLQWDLQHG� WKH\
ZRXOG HYHQWXDOO\ VLOW XS� IDOO LQWR GLVUHSDLU� DQG
EHFRPH ZDWHUOHVV�
)RU H[DPSOH� 0U 9LQFHQW FDQ FDWFK KLVILVK LQ WKH
ZHVWHUQ HQG RI WKH %DVLQJVWRNH FDQDO� EXW KH
ZRQ¶W FDWFK DQ\ RQ WKH HDVWHUQ VHFWLRQ� EHFDXVH LW
KDVQ ¶W� \HW EHHQ UHVWRUHG WR QDYLJDWLRQ IRU ERDWV�
DQG UHVWRFNHG ZLWK ILVK IRU WKH DQJOHUV¶ EHQHILW
² DQG D YHU\ ODUJH SDUW RI WKLV UHVWRUDWLRQ KDV
EHHQ GRQH E\ YROXQWDU\ ODERXU�
7KH ,QODQG :DWHUZD\V $VVRFLDWLRQ� RI ZKLFK ,
DP D PHPEHU� UHSUHVHQWV DQJOHUV DV ZHOO DV
ERDWHUV�
, ZRXOG VXJJHVW ZH VWRS VOLQJLQJ PXG DW HDFK
RWKHU DQG� ZLWK RXU UHVSHFWLYH ERDWLQJ DQG
DQJOLQJ ERGLHV� JHW WRJHWKHU WR ZRUN WRZDUGV RQH
EDVLF DLP� WR PDNH RXU ZDWHUZD\V FOHDQHU� WLGLHU
DQG PRUH KHDOWK\ IRU ERWK WKH ILVK DQG ZLOGOLIH
DQG DOVR RXUVHOYHV�
5 5 - %URZQ � 1RUWKZRRG 5RDG�³

7KRUQWRQ +HDWK�

6LU� ² $ KLJK SURSRUWLRQ RI OHDG SRLVRQLQJ LQ
VZDQV LV GLUHFWO\ DWWULEXWDEOH WR OHDG VKRW�
$FFRUGLQJ WR WKH %ULWLVK 7UXVW IRU 2UQLJKRORJ\�
LQ D OLPLWHG LQYHVWLJDWLRQ LQ WKH0LGODQGV LQWR WKH
FDXVHV RI WKH GHDWK RI ��� VZDQV� �� SHU FHQW
ZHUH VKRZQ WR KDYH GLHG IURP OHDG WR[LFLW\
UHVXOWLQJ IURP WKH LQJHVWLRQ RIDQJOHUV¶ OHDG VSOLW
VKRW DQG OHGJHU ZHLJKWV�
7KH LQYHVWLJDWLRQ FRQWLQXHG DQG ��� VZDQ
FRUSVHV ZHUH H[DPLQHG� 7KH JL]]DUG DQG
LQWHVWLQDO WUDFWV RI ��� RXW RI ��� OHDG SRLVRQHG
VZDQV ZHUH H[DPLQHG WR FRXQW DQG LGHQWLI\
LQJHVWHG IRUHLJQ REMHFWV ² DQJOHUV¶ OHDG VSOLW�
VKRW ZHUH UHFRYHUHGIURP ��� ELUGV� �� ELUGV KDG
DOVR LQJHVWHG OHGJHU ZHLJKWV�
2WKHU LWHPV RIILVKLQJ WDFNOH UHFRYHUHG LQFOXGHG
�� KRRNV� , , 6ZLYHOV� WKUHH ZLUH WUDFHV� WZR
1HZDUNSLQZHLJKWV DQG D ��LQFK ORQJ EDOVD�ZRRG
ÀRDW� 1\ORQ ILVKLQJ OLQH ZDV D FRPPRQ
RFFXUUHQFH�
0RGHUQ PRQRILODPHQW¿VKLQJ OLQH� FKHDS KRRNV�
WR�Q\ORQ DQG VSOLW�VKRW DUH QRZ SDUW RI RXU
WKURZDZD\ VRFLHW\ DQG KDYH FRQVLGHUDEO\
DJJUDYDWHG WKHSUREOHP�
:H GR QRW EODPH DOO DQJOHUV IRU WKH SUHVHQW VWDWH
RIDIIDLUV�
5 - +RSNLQV� ([HFXWLYH 'LUHFWRU� 563&$�

&KHOPVIRUG %UDQFK 6S
�ª ���

$IWHU ZHHNV RI SODQQLQJ� 6XQGD\
6SRQVRUHG :DON KDV WDNHQ SODFH� 7
EXW DW OHDVW LW ZDV GU\�
$IWHU VRPH GHOD\ �WKH PLQL�EXV ZDV
UDUH VLJKW RI D :5* /DQG 5RYHU �
EULGJH WR WKH FDU SDUN XQGHU IXOO
JDXJHV WR JHW LQ � EXW WKDW¶V DQRWKHU
$ERXW KDOI�DQ�KRXU ODWHU DERXW VL[
7KDQNIXOO\� PRVW RI WKH PXG KDG G
PDUVKDOV ZDONHG� EXW WKHUH ZDV VW
XQIRUWXQDWH ODG\ ZHQW IDFH GRZQ LQ
7KH ILUVW VL[ DUULYHG LQ XQGHU ����
DUULYHG DQ\WKLQJ XS WR WZR KRXU�
GLVDSSRLQWLQJ� WKH SURFHHGV ZHUH Q
KDYH EHHQ GHGXFWHG QHDUO\ ������ LV
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Sir, — I read with much interest the letter from
Mr RS Hopkins about preserving wildfowl and
animallife — but he had made the same mistake
as many others in blaming anglers solely for the
decline in allforms of wildlife.
The real culprits are boats and the river
authorities, and not anglers.
The amount of craft using our rivers, streams
and canals has increased by overfifty per cent in
the last ten years.
It is a known fact that a part of all waterfowls’
diet is waterweed of various kinds. Tests have
proved that all weeds are now heavily
contaminated with an agent which is used in
petrol and diesel to reduce engine wear.
This chemical is absorbed straight into the birds’
system, causing high lead levels in the blood.
Then there is the dredging of breeding sites and
food ofall kinds in attempts to create more sites
for boats andpublic leisure activities.
So I appealto all wildlife lovers and members of
the RSPCA. They should fight the private
building of boat marinas wherever they occur,
and should complain andproduce evidence every
time a water authority moves in with its dredgers.
D J Vincent,
NationalAnglers’ Council Instructor.

Sir, — As a member of the Inland Waterways
Association, an occasional angler and a lover of
wildlife, I was interested in last week’s letter
from Mr D J Vincent aboutpreserving wildfow!
and animallife.
It may be a fact that waterweed contains lead
which is digested by birds. It is a fact that lead
shot has been found at high concentrations in
their stomachs.
Lead shot tends to be discarded by anglers rather
then by passing boats, as does nylon
monofilament line, which not infrequently
maims wildlife.
Mr Vincent would do well to remember that
thousands ofanglersfish in the canals ofBritain,
particularly in the Midlands, water which would
have beenfilled in many years ago wereit notfor
those whofought to preserve them.
Overwhelmingly the preservationists were people
who had the temerity to wish to use canals for
boats. That fight was partly won, but how long
will the waterways exist without the boats?
Of course there is a case against overuse of
waterways, whether by boats, anglers, water-
skiers or dumpers ofbedsteads.
W H Hawkes, Regency Walk, Shirley.

Sir, — It was with great interest that I read the
letter by Mr DJ Vincent regarding angling,
wildlife, boating, etc., on canals and navigable

16

rivers.
Canals were purpose built waterways specifically
designed to allow boats to cary cargoes from A
to B, the fact that they now providefishing, plus
many other recreational aspects (towpath
walking, etc), is an additional bonus.
Navigable rivers have had boaters and fish
existing side by side from time immemorial, and
should continue to do so.
If canals were not dredged and maintained, they
would eventually silt up, fall into disrepair, and
become waterless.
For example, Mr Vincent can catch hisfish in the
western end of the Basingstoke canal, but he
won't catch any on the eastern section, because it
hasn’t yet been restored to navigation for boats,
and restocked with fish for the anglers’ benefit
— and a very large part of this restoration has
been done by voluntary labour.
The Inland Waterways Association, of which I
am a member, represents anglers as well as
boaters.
I would suggest we stop slinging mud at each
other and, with our respective boating and
angling bodies, get together to work towards one
basic aim, to make our waterways cleaner, tidier
and more healthy for both the fish and wildlife
and also ourselves.
R R J Brown, Northwood Road,

Thornton Heath.

Sir, — A high proportion of lead poisoning in
swans is directly attributable to lead shot.
According to the British Trust for Ornighology,
in a limited investigation in the Midlandsinto the
causes of the death of 206 swans, 52 per cent
were shown to have died from lead toxicity
resulting from the ingestion ofanglers’ lead split
shot and ledger weights.
The investigation continued and 373 swan
corpses were examined. The gizzard and
intestinal tracts of 173 out of 200 lead poisoned
swans were examined to count and identify
ingested foreign objects — anglers’ lead split-
shot were recoveredfrom 150 birds; 29 birds had
also ingested ledger weights.
Other items offishing tackle recovered included
38 hooks. 11 Swivels, three wire traces, two
Newark pinweights and a 5-inch long balsa-wood
float. Nylon fishing line was a common
occurrence.
Modern monofilamentfishing line, cheap hooks-
to-nylon and split-shot are now part of our
throwaway society and have considerably
aggravated theproblem.
We do not blame all anglers for the presentstate
ofaffairs.
R J Hopkins, Executive Director, RSPCA.

Chelmsford Branch Sp

After weeks of planning, Sunday
Sponsored Walk has taken place. T
but at least it was dry!
After some delay (the mini-bus wa:
rare sight of a WRG Land Rover €
bridge to the car park under full
gauges to get in - but that’s another
About half-an-hour later aboutsix
Thankfully, most of the mud had d
marshals walked, but there was st
unfortunate lady went face down ir
The first six arrived in under 31
arrived anything up to two hour:
disappointing, the proceeds were n
have been deducted nearly £1,000 is

REPAIRS AND FITTING OUT If
BOAT : SERVICING, REPAIR ANI

GAS, PLUMBING, HEATING AND
ALL WORK CONFORMS WITH

DESIGN AND LAYOUT PLAN
UNDERTAKEN : B/

TELEF
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&DQDO0XVHXP 7UXVW
0UV 'LQDK +XWFKLQVRQ ZDV DSSRLQWHG &KDLUPDQ DQG $UFKLYLVW RI WKH QHZ /RQGRQ EDVHG
&DQDO 0XVHXP 7UXVW DW WKH ILUVW DQQXDO JHQHUDO PHHWLQJ KHOG RQ �WK 0DUFK� ����� 7KH
7UXVW KDV EHHQ IRUPHG E\ WKH 5HJHQWV &DQDO *URXS WR DGYDQFH SXEOLF HGXFDWLRQ LQ WKH
KLVWRU\ DQG XVH RI LQODQG ZDWHUZD\V�E\ WKH SUHVHUYDWLRQ DQG GLVSOD\� IRU WKH EHQHILW RI WKH
SXEOLF� REMHFWV� DQG RWKHU PDWHULDO RI KLVWRULFDO RU RWKHU LQWHUHVW DVVRFLDWHG ZLWK LQODQG
ZDWHUZD\V�
7KH +RQRUDU\ 6HFUHWDU\ LV -RKQ 6HOO RI WKH &DQDO &RQVHUYDWLRQ &RPPLWWHH� &DPGHQ� DQG
WKH 7UHDVXUHU LQ /HQ +RXVH RI WKH /RQGRQ %UDQFK RI WKH ,QODQG :DWHUZD\V $VVRFLDWLRQ�
7KH 7UXVW KDYH XQGHU FRQVLGHUDWLRQ WKH HVWDEOLVKPHQW RI D 0XVHXP LQ WKH %DWWOHEULGJH
%DVLQ DUHD RI OVOLQJWRQ LQ FRQMXFWLRQ ZLWK WKH /RQGRQ 1DUURZ %RDW $VVRFLDWLRQ ZKRVH
&KDLUPDQ� -RKQ <DWHV KDV VHUYHG RQ WKH VWHHULQJ JURXS� 7KHUH LV DOVR XQGHU FRQVLGHUDWLRQ
WKH DTXLVLWLRQ RI D FDQDO EDUJH
WR VHUYH DV D ÀRDWLQJ EDVH IRU WKH 0XVHXP XQWLO D VXLWDEOH
ODQG EDVH LV HVWDEOLVKHG�
0HPEHUVKLS RI WKH 7UXVW LV RSHQ WR DOO SHUVRQV V\PSDWKHWLF WR WKH REMHFWV RI WKH 7UXVW DQG
WKH UDWHV IRU VXEVFULSWLRQ IRU ������ KDYH EHHQ IL[HG DW �� IRU IXOO PHPEHUV� ����� IRU
DVVRFLDWHV� VWXGHQWV DQG VHQLRU FLWL]HQV ZLWK D FRUSRUDWH PHPEHUVKLS VXEVFULSWLRQ RI ���

<RXU /HWWHUV
7KH (GLWRU� (OP /DQH
:LQGODVV� 5HDGLQJ�

'HDU 0U� (GLWRU�
2Q SDJH � RI \RXU QXPEHU ��� HGLWLRQ \RX VD\
WKDW \RX KDYH KDG QR OHWWHUV DJDLQVW 3521�ZKLFK
LV QRW SHUKDSV VXUSULVLQJ� DV WKRVH ZKR IDYRXU
VRPHWKLQJ DUH XVXDOO\ PRUH YRFLIHURXV WKDQ WKRVH
ZKR DUH QRW VR PXFK LQYROYHG�
$V RQH ZKR KDV EHHQ DVVRFLDWHG ZLWK ZDWHUZD\V
IRU SUREDEO\ ORQJHU WKDQ DQ\ RI \RXU UHDGHUV�
�MRLQHG ,:$ DOPRVW DW EHJLQQLQJ DQG PDGH ILUVW
FDQDO WULS QHDUO\ �� \HDUV DJR DQG VWLOO FDUU\LQJ
RQ� , IHHO WKDW VXFK FDPSDLJQV DV 3521 GHWUDFW
IURP WKH SXEOLF LPDJH RI WKH ,:$� <RX LQ IDFW
JLYH WKH UHDVRQ ZK\ WKH FDPSDLJQ LV D QRQ�VWDUWHU
LQ WKDW QR *RYHUQPHQW LV OLNHO\ WR JUDQW DQ\
5LJKW RI 1DYLJDWLRQ DJDLQ DQG WKLV LV REYLRXV�
<RX JR RQ WR VD\ KRZHYHU WKDW WKH FDPSDLJQ ZLOO
GUDZ WKH SXEOLF¶V DWWHQWLRQ WR WKH VWDWH RI WKH
ZDWHUZD\V EXW ZK\ GR LW LQ VXFK D URXQGDERXW
ZD\"
:KDW ZH VHHN LV D FRQVLGHUDEOH VXP RI PRQH\ WR
VSHQG RQ WKH ZDWHUZD\V DQG WKH UHVXOWDQW
LQFUHDVH LQ HPSOR\PHQW ZLOO SUREDEO\ EH PRUH
WKDQ UHVXOWV IURP LQMHFWLQJ YDVW VXPV LQWR WKH
QDWLRQDOLVHG LQGXVWULHV VXFK DV %/� 6WHHO DQG
%ULWLVK $LUZD\V� +RZHYHU %/ HWF KDYH JUHDWHU
VKRXWLQJ SRZHU YLD WKH 8QLRQV DQG ZH PXVW
VRPHKRZ JHW D JUHDWHU DSSHDO DQG ZRUN
GLSORPDWLFDOO\ OREE\LQJ LQ SODFHV ZKHUH LW KDV
VRPH DSSHDO� $EVROXWHO\ HVVHQWLDO LV WKH QHHG WR

��

FRQYLQFH WKRVH WKDW PDWWHU WKDW ZH GR QRW MXVW
VHHN LQYHVWPHQW LQ ZDWHUZD\V PHUHO\ WR SURYLGH
XV ZLWK JRRG ERDWLQJ IDFLOLWLHV� HPSOR\PHQW SHU �
VSHQW LV SUREDEO\ KLJKHU WKDQ LQ PRVW VSKHUHV�
, ZLOO KDYH QR SDUW LQ D FDPSDLJQ ZKLFK VHHNV WR
DFKLHYH WKH LPSRVVLEOH� ,W LV QRW HYHQ DV XVHIXO DV
ZDJH FDPSDLJQHUV ZKR VHHN ��� LQFUHDVH DQG
WKHQ DFFHSW ���� DV ZH NQRZ WKDW DQ\ UHVWRUDWLRQ
RI WKH 5LJKW RI 1DYLJDWLRQ KDV JRQH IRU HYHU�
<RXUV IDLWKIXOO\�
' ' +XWFKLQJV

7KH (GLWRU� 7KH 7ROO +RXVH
:LQGLDVV� %XOOV %ULGJH :KDUI�

6RXWKDOO� 0LGG[�

'HDU 6LU�
,¶YH EHHQ JLYLQJ IXUWKHU WKRXJKW WR WKH LGHD RI WKH
UHVWRUDWLRQ RI D 3XEOLF 5LJKW RI 1DYLJDWLRQ� ,W
ZRXOG VHHP WR PH WKDW WKH SULQFLSDO EHQHILW
ZRXOG EH WR REOLJH WKH 1DYLJDWLRQ $XWKRULWLHV WR
NHHS WKHLU PDLQWHQDQFH DQG UHSDLU VWRSSDJHV WR D
PLQLPXP� 7KH\ ZRXOG EH UHTXLUHG WR UHYHUW WR
WKH QRZ UDUH VLWXDWLRQ RI PDLQWDLQLQJ D QDYLJDEOH
FKDQQHO DURXQG WKHLU VWRSSDJH ZKHUHYHU SRVVLEOH
RU HQVXULQJ DQ DOWHUQDWLYH URXWH� DQG GRLQJ DV
PXFK SUHSDUDWRU\ ZRUN DV SRVVLEOH LQ DGYDQFH
DQG VWRSSLQJ WUDIILF RQO\ ZKHQ DEVROXWHO\
QHFHVVDU\� %:% LQ SDUWLFXODU QRZ KDYH D WZR RU
WKUHH ZHHN VWRSSDJH WR SXW RQ QHZ JDWHV DV D

PDWWHU RI FRXUVH UDWKHU WKDQ WKH GD\ RU �
PLJKW EH HVVHQWLDO� DQG DQ HQIRUFDEOF
ZRXOG REYLRXVO\ EH WR WKH ERDW
DGYDQWDJH�
2Q WKH RWKHU KDQG WKHUH DUH JUHDW EHQH¿
RQO\ WKHRUHWLFDO XQOHVV WKH\ DUH SUHVVHG I
WKH SUHVHQW VWDWXWRU\ REOLJDWLRQ WR O
ZDWHUZD\V WR SDUWLFXODU PLQLPXP 6WDP
1DYLJDWLRQ $XWKRULW\ PLJKW EH DEOH WR D�
D 3521 LV EHLQJ XSKHOG HYHQ LI DOO
QDYLJDWH LV D FDQRH� ,W LV REYLRXVO\ I
VDWLVIDFWRU\ WKDW WKH\ EH REOLJHG WR PDLQ
JLYHQ H[SOLFLW VWDQGDUGV� SDUWLFXODUO\ LQ Uª
WKH PD[LPXP GLPHQVLRQV RI FUDIW� $W SU
LQVWDQFH DQ\RQH ZLWK D FUDIW GUDZLQJ �
OHVV ZKR KLWV WKH ERWWRP LQ WKH QDYLJDEOH
EHWZHHQ /RQGRQ DQG %LUPLQJKDP VKRZ
D FODLP IRU GDPDJHV DJDLQVW %:%� ZK�
VWDWXWRU\ REOLJDWLRQ WR PDLQWDLQ WKDW GHS
WKH ���� 7UDQVSRUW $FW�
7KH %RDUG WU\ WR HYDGH WKLV ࡉ
PDLQWHQDQFH REOLJDWLRQ E\ PHDQV ^
/LFHQFH &RQGLWLRQV �$XJ� ����� ZKLW
OLFHQFH KROGHU LV IRUFHG WR DJUHH WR� 7ZR
&RQGLWLRQV DUH WKDW WKH OLFHQVHH LV DO
UHVSRQVLEOH IRU DQ\ REVWUXFWLRQ FDXVHW
YHVVHO �IRU LQVWDQFH ZHUH LW VWXFN LQ DQ ɲ
EULGJHKROH�� DQG WKDW WKH OLFHQVHH D
³LQGHPQLI\ WKH %RDUG��� DJDLQVW DOO
IRU��� GDPDJH WR SURSHUW\´ �H�J� K
³DULVLQJ RXW RI��� WKH VWDWH RI WKH %
ZDWHUZD\V��� ZKHWKHU RU QRW���� FDXVH
DFW RU QHJOHFW RI WKH %RDUG´� 7KHVH &�
DSSO\ WR DOO FODVVHV RI PRELOH FUDIW� �
+LUH� &RPPHUFLDO� DQG 0RELOH +RXVHEZ
ZRXOG DSSHDU WR EH LQ EUHDFK RI UHFHQW F
SURWHFWLRQ OHJLVODWLRQ JLYHQ %:%¶V
VWDWXWRU\ PDLQWHQDQFH FRPPLWPHQW
FRQVXPHU SURWHFWLRQ ZRXOG QRW QHFHVVDU
ZHUH WKHUH VLPSO\ DQ XQGHILQHG )
1DYLJDLWRQ�
,Q UHVSHFW RI WKH %RDUG¶V YDULRXV &U
JHQHUDOO\� LW KDV DOZD\V VHHPHG UDWKHU L[
WKDW WKHLU %\HODZV PXVW UHFHLYH 3DUOL�
DSSURYDO EXW WKDW WKH\ FDQ HIIHFWLYHO
WKHVH DW WKHLU ZKLP E\ PHDQV RI QRQ�]
FRQGLWLRQV�
%XW WR UHWXUQ WR WKHLU VWDWXWRU\ REOLJDWLF
PRQH\ WKH %RDUG KDYH DYDLODEOH
SUHGRPLQDQWO\ IRU ZRUNV LQ WKH LQWHUHVW
VDIHW\� 9HU\ OLWWOH JHWV VSHQW RQ ZRUNV L
RI QDYLJDWLRQDO SUREOHPV VXFK DV G«
ZRXOG DFWXDOO\ EHQHILW 6LU )UDQN 3ULFH¶V
PRUH PRQH\ LI HYHU\ WLPH \RXU ERD
REVWUXFWLRQ LQ WKH QDYLJDEOH FKDQQHO ɭ½
SRVWFDUG WR WKH UHOHYDQW (QJLQHHUV RU
,QVSHFWRU WHOOLQJ KLP VR� $ 7UHDVXU\ RI
EH VKRZQ D OHDNLQJ HPEDQNPHQW DQG D
QHHG RI PRQH\ IRU UHSDLU� +H ZRQ¶W D

Canal Museum Trust
Mrs Dinah Hutchinson was appointed Chairman and Archivist of the new London based
Canal Museum Trust at the first annual general meeting held on 4th March, 1981. The
Trust has been formed by the Regents Canal Group to advance public education in the
history and use of inland waterways,by the preservation and display, for the benefit of the
public, objects, and other material of historical or other interest associated with inland
waterways.
The Honorary Secretary is John Sell of the Canal Conservation Committee, Camden, and
the Treasurer in Len House of the London Branch of the Inland Waterways Association.
The Trust have under consideration the establishment of a Museum in the Battlebridge
Basin area of Islington in conjuction with the London Narrow Boat Association whose
Chairman, John Yates has served on the steering group. There is also under consideration
the aquisition of a canal barge to serve as a floating base for the Museum until a suitable
land base is established.
Membership of the Trust is open to all persons sympathetic to the objects of the Trust and
the rates for subscription for 1981/2 have been fixed at £3 for full members, £2.50 for
associates, students and seniorcitizens with a corporate membership subscription of £5.

Your Letters
The Editor, Elm Lane
Windlass. Reading.

Dear Mr. Editor,
On page 6 of your number 158 edition you say
that you have had no letters against PRON,which
is not perhaps surprising, as those who favour
something are usually more vociferous than those
who are not so much involved.
As one who has been associated with waterways
for probably longer than any of your readers,
(joined IWA almost at beginning and made first
canal trip nearly 50 years ago and still carrying
on) I feel that such campaigns as PRON detract
from the public image of the IWA. You in fact
give the reason why the campaign is a non-starter
in that no Government is likely to grant any
Right of Navigation again and this is obvious.
You go on to say however that the campaign will
draw the public’s attention to the state of the
waterways but why do it in such a roundabout
way?
What we seek is a considerable sum of money to
spend on the waterways and the resultant
increase in employment will probably be more
than results from injecting vast sums into the
nationalised industries such as BL, Steel and
British Airways. However BL etc have greater
shouting power via the Unions and we must
somehow get a greater appeal and work
diplomatically lobbying in places where it has
some appeal. Absolutely essential is the need to
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convince those that matter that we do not just
seek investment in waterways merely to provide
us with good boating facilities, employment per £
spentis probably higher than in most spheres.
I will have no part in a campaign which seeks to
achieve the impossible. It is not even as useful as
wage campaigners who seek 25% increase and
then accept 15%,as we know that any restoration
of the Right of Navigation has gone for ever.
Yours faithfully,
D D Hutchings

The Editor, The Toll House
Windlass. Bulls Bridge Wharf,

Southall, Middx.

Dear Sir,
I’ve been giving further thought to the idea of the
restoration of a Public Right of Navigation. It
would seem to me that the principal benefit
would be to oblige the Navigation Authorities to
keep their maintenance and repair stoppages to a
minimum. They would be required to revert to
the now rare situation of maintaining a navigable
channel around their stoppage wherever possible
or ensuring an alternative route, and doing as
much preparatory work as possible in advance
and stopping traffic only when absolutely
necessary. BWB in particular now have a two or
three week stoppage to put on new gates as a

matter of course rather than the day or
might be essential, and an enforcable
would obviously be to the boat
advantage.
On the other hand there are great benefi
only theoretical unless they are pressed f
the present statutory obligation to ı
waterways to particular minimum stan
Navigation Authority might be able to a
a PRON is being upheld even if all
navigate is a canoe. It is obviously f
satisfactory that they be obliged to main
given explicit standards, particularly in r
the maximum dimensions of craft. At pr
instance anyone with a craft drawing 3
less who hits the bottom in the navigable
between London and Birmingham sho:
a claim for damages against BWB, wh
statutory obligation to maintain that der
the 1968 Transport Act.
The Board try to evade this :
maintenance obligation by means
Licence Conditions (Aug. 1980) whic
licence holderis forced to agree to. Two
Conditions are that the licensee is a
responsible for any obstruction cause
vessel (for instance were it stuck in an ur
bridgehole), and that the licensee a
“indemnify the Board... against all
for... damage to property” (e.g. h
“arising out of... the state of the B
waterways.... whether or not.... cause
act or neglect of the Board”. These Cc
apply to all classes of mobile craft, |
Hire, Commercial, and Mobile Houseb
would appear to be in breach of recentc
protection legislation given BWB's
statutory maintenance commitment
consumer protection would not necessar
were there simply an undefined F
Navigaiton.
In respect of the Board's various Ct
generally, it has always seemed ratheril
that their Byelaws must receive Parli:
approval but that they can effectivel
these at their whim by means of non-
conditions.
But to return to their statutory obligatic
money the Board have available
predominantly for worksin the interest
safety. Very little gets spent on works i
of navigational problems such as dre
would actually benefit Sir Frank Price’s
more money if every time your boa
obstruction in the navigable channel y«
postcard to the relevant Engineers ol
Inspector telling him so. A Treasury of
be shown a leaking embankment and a
need of money for repair. He won’t a
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DJDLQVW HQFURDFKHPHQW E\ FHQWUDO JRYHUQPHQW�
1DWLRQDOLVDWLRQ RI PDQ\ RI WKH QDYLJDWLRQV DQG
RI WKH UDLOZD\V EURXJKW WKHP LQWR SXEOLF
RZQHUVKLS WRJHWKHU LQ ���� DQG LW ZDV ODUJHO\
DJDLQVW HQFURDFKPHQW E\ WKH UDLOZD\V WKDW
QDYLJDWLRQ ULJKWV RQ WKHVH ZDWHUZD\V H[LVWHG�
1RW VXUSULVLQJO\� WKH ���� $FW DEROLVKHG WKHVH
ULJKWV� $QG 1DYLJDWLRQ ULJKWV� SHUIRUPLQJ WKHLU
RULJLQDOSXUSRVH� DUH YHU\ LPSRUWDQW DQG PXVW EH
¿UPO\ GHIHQGHG� DV WKH\ ZHUH� VXFFHVVIXOO\� LQ
WKH SDVVLQJ RI WKH $QJOLDQ :DWHU $FW� $QG
DQ\RQH ZKR WKLQNV WKH JRYHUQPHQW� DQ\
JRYHUQPHQW� ZLOO SURYLGH XV ZLWK D VWLFN ZLWK
ZKLFK WR EHDW LW LV OLYLQJ LQ FORXG²FXFNRR²ODQG´�
7KLV� , EHOLHYH� LV WKH SROLWLFDO UHDOLVP RI WKH
VLWXDWLRQ� 3UR�3521� DQWL�3521 DQG GRQ¶W
NQRZ 3521 DUH� , KRSH� XQLWHG LQ ZDQWLQJ WKH
PD[LPXP PDLQWHQDQFH LW LV SRVVLEOH WR DFKLHYH�
LW LV D TXHVWLRQ RI KRZ EHVW WR UHDFK IRU WKDW JRDO
DQG KHUH SHUKDSV D OLWWOH KLVWRU\ PD\ KHOS� 7KH
.HQQHW 	 $YRQ &DQDO ZDV FORVHG� H[FHSW IRU
VRPH LVRODWHG VHFWLRQV� LQ ���� LQ VSLWH RI WKH
H[LVWHQFH RI D SXEOLF ULJKW RI QDYLJDWLRQ�
6HYHQWHHQ \HDUV ODWHU WKH QDYLJDWLRQ ULJKW ZDV
DEROLVKHG GXULQJ ZKLFK SHULRG WKH FDQDO KDG
UHPDLQHG FORVHG� %\ FRQWUDVW WKH $VKWRQ &DQDO
ZDV UH�RSHQHG LQ ���� ZLWKRXW WKH H[LVWHQFH RI
DQ\ QDYLJDWLRQ ULJKW�
'DYLG %ODJURYH TXRWHV IURP WKH MXGJHPHQW RI
0U -XVWLFH 5R[EXUJK� DQG WKH UHVXOW RI WKDW FDVH
ZDV IRU WKH SODLQWLII ZKR KDG VXIIHUHG ORVV
EHFDXVH RI WKH FORVXUH RI WKH QDYLJDWLRQ� 7KH
SODLQWLII ZDV� TXLWH ULJKWO\� DZDUGHG GDPDJHV EXW
ZKDW 0U� %ODJURYH GRHV QRW VD\ LV WKDW WKH
QDYLJDWLRQ ZDV QRW UH�RSHQHG DV D UHVXOW RI WKH
FDVH DQG� \HV� LW LV SDUW RI WKH YHU\ VDPH .HQQHW 	
$YRQ PHQWLRQHG DERYH�
, VWDUWHG WKLV OHWWHU E\ VD\LQJ WKDW LW LV KHDUWHQLQJ
WR ¿QG VR PDQ\ PHPEHUV VKRZLQJ HQWKXVLDVP
IRU WKH FDXVH� ,W ZRXOG EH HYHQ PRUH VR LI WKH\
GLUHFWHG WKHLU XQGRXEWHG WDOHQWV WR ZULWLQJ WR WKH
6HFUHWDU\ RI 6WDWH IRU WKH 'HSW RI WKH
(QYLURQPHQW RU LI WKH\ SUHIHU WR WKH 3ULPH
0LQLVWHU� DUJXLQJ WKH FDVH IRU EHWWHU
PDLQWHQDQFH� , DP VXUH :LQGODVV ZRXOG EH
SOHDVHG WR SULQW FRSLHV RI ZKDW WKH\ ZURWH� 7KLV
ZRXOG� VXUHO\� EH RI PRUH SUDFWLFDO XVH�
<RXUV IDLWKIXOO\�
5 2DNOH\
&KDLUPDQ� ,:$ 6RXWK :HVW 5HJLRQ

7KH (GLWRU� 0LOO 6WUHHW�
:LQGODVV� %LVKRSV 6WRUWIRUG� +HUWV�

'HDU 6LU�
0D\ ,� WKURXJK \RXU SDJHV� SXW D SRLQW WR WKH
UHJLRQDO PHPEHUVKLS�
:KDW , ZRXOG OLNH WR DVN LV� LV WKH FXUUHQW ,:$

��

PHPEHUVKLS DW ����� ZRUWK SD\LQJ"
:KHQ , ZDV SHUVXDGHG WR MRLQ DW WKH ���� %RDW
6KRZ , ZDV JLYHQ D ZKROH OLVW RI UHDVRQV ZK\ ,
VKRXOG MRLQ�
/HW PH VD\ KHUH WKDW , KDYH EHHQ D ZDWHUZD\V DQG
VKLSSLQJ HQWKXVLDVW IRU PDQ\ \HDUV� DOWKRXJK ,
DP QRW D ERDW RZQHU� , KDYH KRZHYHU� VXEVFULEHG
WR :DWHUZD\V :RUOG VLQFH WKH ILUVW LVVXH�
1RZ OHW PH H[DPLQH ZKDW EHQHILWV , JHW IURP
,:$ PHPEHUVKLS� , JHW YHU\ OLWWOH IRU P\ ������ ,
DP WRR IDU IURP DQ\ EUDQFK PHHWLQJ FHQWUH DQG
VR P\ RQO\ EHQHILW LV PDJD]LQHV� 6LQFH MRLQLQJ�
:LQGODVV KDV GURSSHG IURP VL[ WR IRXU LVVXHV D
\HDU� DQG LV QRZ VR UHGXFHG LQ VL]H DV WR EH KDUGO\
ZRUWK ORRNLQJ DW� 7KH 6SULQJ LVVXH FDQQRW EH
ZRUWK PXFK PRUH WKDQ ��S � SRVWDJH� , ZRXOG
EH VXUSULVHG LI ��� RI P\ VXEVFULSWLRQ EULQJV
DQ\ UHWXUQ� $V WR WKH FDPSDLJQLQJ VHFWLRQ� DW
,:$ WKLV DSSHDUV WR EH D WRRWKOHVV LQDFWLYH ERG\
ZKR DUH DEOH WR GR YHU\ OLWWOH�
:KHQ P\ VXEVFULSWLRQ LV GXH DJDLQ QH[W -DQXDU\
, VKDOO VHULRXVO\ KDYH WR GHFLGH LI LW LV ZRUWK P\
ZKLOH WR UHQHZ VROHO\ IRU WKH SXUSRVH RI UHFHLYLQJ
VHYHQ PDJD]LQHV� ZKLFK E\ WKH WLPH RI UHFHLSW DUH
ODUJHO\ RXW RI GDWH�
<RXUV VLQFHUHO\�
% ) %ULGJHV
3 6 ³$URXQG WKH 5HJLRQ´ LV D FRPSOHWH ZDVWH
RI SDSHU DQG VKRXOG JR ILUVW�

7KH (GLWRU� )DLUODZQ 'ULYH�
:LQGODVV� (DVW *ULQVWHDG� 6XVVH[�

'HDU 6LU�

:LQGODVV 1R� �� � LV D OLYHO\ LVVXH� EXW , WKLQN LW LV
VDG \RX DQG \RXU FRUUHVSRQGHQWV VSHQG VR PXFK
HQHUJ\ SOHDGLQJ IRU PRUH *RYHUQPHQW ¿QDQFH WR
KHOS WKH LQODQG ZDWHUZD\V�
, DP DQ RFFDVLRQDO ERDWLQJ KROLGD\ PDNHU� ,W LV
JRRG WKDW WKH *RYHUQPHQW VKRXOG FRQWULEXWH WR
OHLVXUH DQG UHFUHDWLRQ� EXW ZK\ VKRXOG ZH H[SHFW
WKH 6WDWH WR VXEVLGLVH RXU KROLGD\V"
$ ZHHN RQ D QDUURZ ERDW WKLV 6XPPHU ZLOO FRVW
DURXQG ����� 3HUKDSV IRU \RXU QH[W LVVXH \RX
PLJKW LQYLWH D ILQDQFLDO H[SHUW IURP %:% WR WHOO
XV KRZ PXFK RI WKLV ���� ZLOO JR WR WKH %RDUG
DQG KRZ PXFK PRUH WKH %RDUG ZRXOG QHHG�²
7R PDLQWDLQ DOO H[LVWLQJ ZDWHUZD\V LQ JRRG
ZRUNLQJ RUGHU� DQG
7R FDUU\ RXW UHVWRUDWLRQ RI GHUHOLFW QDYLJDWLRQV
ZLWKLQ D UHDVRQDEOH WLPH VFDOH� DQG
7R HVWDEOLVK D PRGHVW SURJUDPPH IRU H[WHQGLQJ
WKH QHWZRUN� HVSHFLDOO\ LQ DWWUDFWLYH VFHQLF DUHDV�
7KLV PD\ DSSHDU D WDOO RUGHU� EXW , EHOLHYH WKDW
WKHUH DUH WZR YDOLG DUJXPHQWV IRU VHOI�
VXI¿FLHQF\�
)LUVWO\� WKH *RYHUQPHQW VKRXOG JLYH DQ\ VSDUH
FDVK LW KDV WR KHOS WKH KRPHOHVV DQG WKH VWDUYLQJ

RI WKH 7KLUG :RUOG� QRW WR XV DV ZH JOL�
GULYHQ� EHWZHHQ WKH OXVK PHDGRZV RI (�
6HFRQGO\� XQWLO ZH PDNH WKH FDQDOV ]
SD\ WKHLU ZD\� ZH VKDOO DOZD\V EH DW
HYHU\ FKDQJH LQ WKH ILQDQFLDO SROLFLHV RI
<RXUV IDLWKIXOO\�
'HUHN 7KRURJRRG

7KH (GLWRU� +LJK 6WUHHW� 9
:LQGODVV� (OM

'HDU 6LU�
&RXOGQ¶W µ$URXQG WKH 5HJLRQ¶ LQ :
FXWRXW DOWRJHWKHU" $V PRVW RI WKH H[
DOUHDG\ WDNHQ SODFH ZKHQ ZH JHW WKH P
FDQ¶W VHH WKDW WKLV LQIRUPDWLRQ L
LPSRUWDQW¶ DV VWDWHG LQ WKH VHFRQG SDU
\RXU HGLWRULDO LQ :LQGODVV ���� 2Q WKH
LW LV XVHOHVV�
3HUKDSV� WKHUHIRUH� WKHVH SDJHV
DOORFDWHG WR VRPHWKLQJ XVHIXO � OLNH PH@
RU UHJXODU LWHPV WKDW ZLOO QRW GLVDSSHDU�
<RXUV IDLWKIXOO\�
0DUWLQ :HVOH\�

7KH (GLWRU� %UG
:LQGODVV� :LQFKHVW

'HDU 6LU�
, KDYH EHHQ UHDGLQJ WKH FRUUHVSRQGHU
GHWHULRUDWLRQ RI WKH FDQDO V\VWHP ZLW@
7ZR SRLQWV RFFXU WR PH �
�L� 7KH ,:$ VKRXOG WDNH WKH %:%
LPPHGLDWHO\ WR HQIRUFH WKHLU OHJDO RO
$SDUW IURP DQ\WKLQJ HOVH� WKLV :
YDOXDEOH SXEOLFLW\ RQ WKH WUXH VWDW
ZDWHUZD\V�
�LL� $W WKH VDPH WLPH WKH ,:$ VKRXOF
SXEOLF UHODWLRQV FDPSDLJQ WR SHUV
*RYHUQPHQW WKDW LW LV GHVLUDEOH WR VSH
RQ FDSLWDO SURMHFWV WR UHGXFH XQHP
6LQFH DUHDV RWKHU WKDQ FDQDOV DUH OLNHO\
IURP VXFK DFWLYLW\ � WKH ,:$ VKRXOU
MRLQLQJ ZLWK RWKHU JURXSV WR SURPRWW
�VXFK DV %ULWLVK 5DLO HWF��
7KH RGG WKLQJ LV WKDW ZKLOH WKH PDLQ FD
FROODSVHV� WKH UHVWRUDWLRQ PRY�
ÀRXULVKLQJ� � LQ VHYHUDO LQVWDQFHV ��
ZKLFK DUH REVFXUH RU KDYH OLWWOH ࣮
XOWLPDWH VXFFHVV� 6XUHO\ WKLV LV PLVDSS
HIIRUW" �'RQ¶W PLVXQGHUVWDQG PH �
GHFU\LQJ PDMRU UHVWRUDWLRQV� VXFO
%DVLQJVWRNH RU .HQQHW DQG $YRQ &DQ�
SUHVHQW VLWXDWLRQ ZH DUH OLDEOH WR HQG
IHZ µUHVWRUHG¶ VWUHWFKHV� ZKLOH WKH U
V\VWHP FROODSVHV� 3HUKDSV WKHQ WKH U
PRYHPHQW ZLOO WXUQ LWV DWWHQWLRQ WR C

against encroachement by central government.
Nationalisation of many of the navigations and
of the railways brought them into public
ownership together in 1948 and it was largely
against encroachment by the railways that
navigation rights on these waterways existed.
Not surprisingly, the 1968 Act abolished these
rights. And Navigation rights, performing their
originalpurpose, are very important and must be
firmly defended, as they were, successfully, in
the passing of the Anglian Water Act. And
anyone who thinks the government, any
government, will provide us with a stick with
which to beatit is living in cloud-cuckoo-land’’.
This, 1 believe, is the political realism of the
situation. Pro-PRON, anti-PRON and don't
know PRONare, I hope, united in wanting the
maximum maintenanceit is possible to achieve,
it is a question of how best to reach for that goal
and here perhaps a little history may help. The
Kennet & Avon Canal was closed, except for
some isolated sections, in 1951 in spite of the
existence of a public right of navigation.
Seventeen years later the navigation right was
abolished during which period the canal had
remained closed. By contrast the Ashton Canal
was re-opened in 1974 without the existence of
any navigation right.
David Blagrove quotes from the judgement of
Mr Justice Roxburgh, and the result of that case
was for the plaintiff who had suffered loss
because of the closure of the navigation. The
plaintiff was, quite rightly, awarded damages but
what Mr. Blagrove does not say is that the
navigation was not re-opened as a result of the
case and,yes, it is part of the very same Kennet &
Avon mentioned above.
1 started this letter by saying that it is heartening
to find so many members showing enthusiasm
for the cause. It would be even moresoif they
directed their undoubtedtalentsto writing to the
Secretary of State for the Dept of the
Environment or if they prefer to the Prime
Minister, arguing the case for better
maintenance. I am sure Windlass would be
pleased to print copies of what they wrote. This
would,surely, be of more practical use.
Yours faithfully,
R Oakley
Chairman, IWA South West Region

The Editor, Mill Street,
Windlass. Bishops Stortford, Herts.

Dear Sir,
May I, through your pages, put a point to the
regional membership.
What I would like to ask is, is the current IWA

20

membership at £6.50 worth paying?
When I was persuaded to join at the 1979 Boat
Show I was given a whole list of reasons why I
should join.
Let me say here that I have been a waterways and
shipping enthusiast for many years, although I
am not a boat owner. I have however, subscribed
to Waterways World since the firstissue.
Now let me examine what benefits I get from
IWA membership. I get very little for my £6.50. I
am too far from any branch meeting centre and
so my only benefit is magazines. Since joining,
Windlass has dropped from six to four issues a
year, and is now so reduced in size as to be hardly
worth looking at. The Spring issue cannot be
worth much more than 20p + postage. I would
be surprised if 50% of my subscription brings
any return. As to the campaigning section, at
IWAthis appears to be a toothless inactive body
whoare able to do verylittle.
When my subscription is due again next January
1 shall seriously have to decide ifit is worth my
while to renew solely for the purpose ofreceiving
seven magazines, which by the time of receipt are
largely out of date.
Yours sincerely,
B F Bridges
PS “Around the Region” is a complete waste
of paper and should gofirst.

The Editor, Fairlawn Drive,
Windlass. East Grinstead, Sussex.

DearSir,
Windlass No. 157 is a lively issue, but I think it is
sad you and your correspondents spend so much
energy pleading for more Governmentfinance to
help the inland waterways.
I am an occasional boating holiday maker. It is
good that the Government should contribute to
leisure and recreation, but why should we expect
the State to subsidise our holidays?
A week on a narrow boat this Summer will cost
around £200. Perhaps for your next issue you
mightinvite a financial expert from BWB to tell
us how much of this £200 will go to the Board
and how much more the Board would need:—
To maintain all existing waterways in good
working order, and
To carry out restoration of derelict navigations
within a reasonable time scale, and
To establish a modest programme for extending
the network, especially in attractive scenic areas.
This may appear a tall order, but I believe that
there are two valid arguments for self
sufficiency.
Firstly, the Government should give any spare
cash it has to help the homeless and the starving

of the Third World, not to us as we gli
driven, between the lush meadows of E
Secondly, until we make the canals :
pay their way, we shall always be at
every change in the financial policies of
Yours faithfully,
Derek Thorogood

The Editor, High Street, V
Windlass. El

DearSir,
Couldn’t ‘Around the Region’ in W
cut out altogether? As most of the ex
already taken place when we get the m
can’t see that this information |
important’ as stated in the second par
your editorial in Windlass 158. On the
it is useless!
Perhaps, therefore, these pages
allocated to something useful - like mo
or regular items that will not disappear
Yours faithfully,
Martin Wesley.

The Editor, Brd
Windlass. Winchest

Dear Sir,
I have been reading the corresponder
deterioration of the canal system wit
Two points occur to me -
(i) The IWA should take the BWB
immediately to enforce their legal ol
Apart from anything else, this w
valuable publicity on the true sta
waterways.
(ii) At the same time the IWA shoul
public relations campaign to pers
Government thatit is desirable to spe
on capital projects to reduce unem
Since areas other than canals are likely
from such activity - the IWA shoul
joining with other groups to promot:
(such as British Rail etc.)
The odd thing is that while the main ca
collapses, the restoration move
flourishing! - in several instances o
which are obscure or have little «
ultimate success. Surely this is misapp
effort? (Don’t misunderstand me -
decrying major restorations, suck
Basingstoke or Kennet and Avon Can:
present situation we are liable to end
few ‘restored’ stretches, while the r
system collapses. Perhaps then the 1
movement will turn its attention to
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XV LV WKH 7KDPHV DQG 6HYHUQ &DQDO� ZKHUH ZH
KDYH EHHQ PDNLQJ JUHDW KHDGZD\� 0RVW RI WKH
WLPH KDV EHHQ VSHQW RQ WUHH FOHDUDQFH� 6LQFH ODVW
VXPPHU ZH KDYH UHFRYHUHG D RQH PLOH VHFWLRQ E\
KDQG LQ MXVW ILYH YLVLWV� :H DOVR VSHQW D YHU\
DFWLYH ZLQWHU FDPS KHUH DQG FOHDUHG D TXDUWHU
PLOH VHFWLRQ IURP 6DSSHUWRQ 7XQQHO¶V ZHVW SRU�
WDO�
6R� LI \RX IDQF\ JHWWLQJ DZD\ IURP /RQGRQ RQFH
D PRQWK� FRQWDFW PH DW �� (GJZDUHEXU\ /DQH�
(GJZDUH� 0LGGOHVH[ +$� 6/=� RU ULQJ ��²���
���� �HYHQLQJV� IRU PRUH LQIRUPDWLRQ�
<RXUV IDLWKIXOO\�
-HUHP\ )UDQNHO�

7KH (GLWRU� %UDQGRQ *DUGHQV�
:LQGODVV� /RQGRQ� :�

'HDU 6LU�
, ZDV IDFLQDWHG WR UHDG ,:$ &RXQFLO 1HZV 1R
�� DW WKLV PRQWK¶V %UDQFK PHHWLQJ� DQG WR OHDUQ RI
WKH FRQVLGHUDEOH DPRXQWV RI PRQH\ EHLQJ PDGH
DYDLODEOH WR ILJKW OHJDO EDWWOHV DJDLQVW YDULRXV
ZDWHUZD\ XQGHUWDNLQJV� ,W LV LQWHUHVWLQJ WR QRWH
WKDW� RQFH DJDLQ� PRQH\ KDV WR EH VSHQW LQ RUGHU
WR NHHS WKH $QJOLDQ :DWHU $XWKRULW\ DW ED\�
HVSHFLDOO\ DIWHU WKH SUHYLRXV ORQJ GUDZQ RXW OHJDO
SURFHHGLQJV LQYROYLQJ $:$ ZKLFK OHDG WR WKH
HVWDEOLVKPHQW RI WKH µ&DPDSLJQ IRU 5LJKWV RI
1DYLJDWLRQ¶ ¿JKWLQJ IXQG� , VHH WKDW ZH DUH DOVR
VSHQGLQJ PRQH\ RQ WKH EDWWOH WR SURWHFW WKH
0LGGOH /HYHO DJDLQVW WKH FUHHSLQJ FORVXUHV EHLQJ
LQÀLFWHG E\ WKH 0/ &RPPLVVLRQHUV� DQG DUH
KHOSLQJ WKH <RUNVKLUH 'HUZHQW 7UXVW LQ WKHLU
µGLVFXVVLRQV¶ ZLWK <:$� )DLUO\ ODUJH VXPV RI
PRQH\ DUH DOVR EHLQJ PDGH DYDLODEOH WR YDULRXV
UHVWRUDWLRQ VRFLHWLHV� , PXVW VD\ WKDW , DP
GHOLJKWHG WR VHH WKDW WKH ,:$ FRQWLQXHV WR VSHQG
PRQH\ RQ ZKDW PD\ VHHP WR EH IDLUO\ HVRWHULF
FDXVHV� DOWKRXJK VR IDU QRW D SHQQ\ IRU
%OLVZRUWK�
:KDW DERXW WKH PDLQWHQDQFH DQG UHVWRUDWLRQ RI
WKH SXEOLFO\ RZQHG�PDLQ QHWZRUN" :K\ LV LW WKDW
FRQVSLFXRXV E\ LWV DEVHQFH LV DQ\ VXJJHVWLRQ WKDW
RXU µ&RXQFLO 1HZV GHFODUHG WR EH¶ FDPSDLJQLQJ
RUJDQLVDWLRQ KDV HYHU� VKRXOG HYHU� RU ZLOO HYHU
HYHQ FRQVLGHU WDNLQJ DQ\ VRUW RI DFWLRQ� SXEOLF�
SULYDWH RU OHJDO� WR SHUVXDGH WKH %ULWLVK
:DWHUZD\V %RDUG WR HYHQ SD\ OLS�VHUYLFH WR WKH
VWDWXWRU\ OHJDO REOLJDWLRQV WKH\ DUH XQGHU� WR
PDLQWDLQ 285 FDQDOV" :KDW LV LW WKDW PDNHV
%:% VR GLIIHUHQW IURP WKH $:$� WKH <:$ RU
WKH 0LGGOH /HYHO &RPPLVVLRQHUV" 7KH FRQWLQXDO
FORVXUH RI %OLVZRUWK 7XQQHO RQO\ VHUYHV WR
KLJKOLJKW DOO WKH RWKHU SUREOHPV VXFK DV UHGXFHG
GUDIW DQG ZLGWK FDXVHG E\ IDLOXUH WR PDLQWDLQ WR
WKH VWDQGDUGV VSHFL¿HG�
3HUKDSV %:% DUH VHHQ WR EH WRR ODUJH WR WDNH RQ�

��

SHUKDSV WKH\ KDYH IULHQGV LQ KLJK SODFHV� SHUKDSV
ZH GRQ¶W ZDQW WR XSVHW WKHP� SHUKDSV ZH¶YH
EHFRPH MXVW D OLWWOH WRR IULHQGO\ DQG UHVSHFWDEOH"
7R SDUDSKUDVH 'DYLG %ODJURYH¶V UHFHQW TXHVWLRQ
, RQO\ DVN EHFDXVH ZH KDYH D ULJKW WR NQRZ�
<RXUV LQTXLVLWLYHO\�
7 3D\QH�

7KH (GLWRU� &RRSHU *URYH�
:LQGODVV� )DUHKDP�

'HDU 6LU�
,Q :LQGODVV ��� DQG ��� \RX DVNHG IRU D YHUVH WR
FRPPHPPRUDWH DQ HPEDUUDVVLQJ LQFLGHQW GXULQJ
FDQDO FUXLVLQJ�
$OWKRXJK , GRQ¶W WKLQN PLQH FDQ EH VHW WR WKH
%ROLQGHU 6RQJ� , WKRXJKW \RX PLJKW OLNH WR UHDG
LW DQ\ZD\�
<RXUV VLQFHUHO\�
5 : %XWW

%DUQWRQ %DUQH\
$ SDLU RI QRYLFHV� P\ ZLIH DQG ,�
%\ 7 DQG 0 ZH YHQWXUHG QRUWK�
7R VHH WKH VLJKWV RI $QGHUWRQ�
%XW IXUWKHU WRRN RXU FRXUVH�
$OO ZHQW ZHOO WR %DUQWRQ DQG LQWR WKH
JORRP ZH FDPH�
8QDZDUH WKURXJK LWV NLQN\ OHQJWKV WKDW RWKHUV
ZHUH GRLQJ WKH VDPH�
:H GLGQ¶W SRVVHVV *DJJ¶V 7XQQHO %RRN
DQG LJQRUHG WKH DSSURDFKLQJ OLJKW�
%XW GLG VORZ GRZQ ,¶P SOHDVHG WR VD\
DQG NHSW ZHOO WR WKH ULJKW�
1RZ LWV SODLQ WR DOO WKDW NQRZ WKDW
VRRQ GLVDVWHU VWUXFN�
$QG LQ WKDW EORRPLQJ� NLQN\ WXQQHO� ZH
ZHUH ILUPO\ VWXFN�
:LWK SXVKLQJ DQG KHDYLQJ� �DQG VRPH VZHDULQJ WRR�
:H ERWK PDGH RQH ODVW HIIRUW DQG WKH
RWKHU FUDIW ZLWKGUHZ�
:H ZHUH YHU\ WKDQNIXO WR UHYHUVH ZLWKRXW
PXFK IXVV�
7KH REYLRXV PRUDO RI WKLV YHUVH"
*DJJV 7XQQHO %RRN¶V D PXVW� �

, GRQ¶W WKLQN 6LU -RKQ %HWMHPDQ ZRXOG DSSURYH�

$URXQG WKH ,
/RQGRQ %UDQFK (YHQW
7KXUVGD\ �� 6HSWHPEHU� ,OOXVWUDWH
µ :K\ $PHULFDQ &DQDO 6RFLHWLHV DU
7KXUVGD\ �� 2FWREHU� µ 6LOYHU 6ZR
���� SP���G 5HIHFWRU\�8QLYHUVLW\ �

7KH µ )LYH 5LQJV ¶ &UXLVH
7KLV HYHQW WRRN SODFH RQ 0D\ �QG
+ROLGD\ ZHDWKHU FRQGLWLRQV� �� E
JRLQJ XS WKH 7KDPHV 7LGHZD\ RQ W
QDYLJDWHG WKH WLGDO DQG QRQ�WLGDO (
&XW�
0HPEHUV RI WKH 2GG %RDW 6RFLH

SHQHWUDWHG VXFK OLWWOH XVHG ZDWHU
&UHHN� 7KH .HQVLQJWRQ &DQDO DQG
OHDVW RQH 2GG YHVVHO QHYHU TXLWH UH
RQO\ KD]DUG HQFRXQWHUHG ZHUH WKH
VPDOO ER\V RQ WKH /LPHKRXVH �
WKXQGHUEROWV ZKLFK 0RWKHU 1DWXUD

(YHQWV�
�� $XJXVW ����� /RQGRQ %RURXJ
:DQGOH� 0HHW DW *RDW *UHHQ� 0LQ
DYDLODEOH IURP WKH &RXQFLO� ,W ZLOO
SOHDVH FRQWDFW -RKQ )LW]JHUDOG ⴛ
GHWDLOV DUH RQO\ SURYLVLRQDO�

+HUWIRUGVKLUH %UDQFK
7XHVGD\ �� 6HSWHPEHU� µ/RQGRQ 9
:HGQHVGD\ �� 2FWREHU� -RLQW PHH
+LOO� 5LFNPDQVZRUWK �$���� DW ���
7XHVGD\ �� 1RYHPEHU� µ<RX GRQ
PLVVLRQ�� a
7XHVGD\ �� 'HFHPEHU� &KULVWPDV w
$OO EUDQFK PHHWLQJV DUH KHOG DW +]
+RVSLWDO�� :HOZ\Q *DUGHQ &LW\� X
3ODQQLQJ 3URSRVDOV� 7KH %UDQFO
LQWHQGHG SLSHOLQH IURP .LQJVEXU\
ZLOO FURVV YDULRXV ZDWHUZD\V� LQ
RI LQWHUHVW WR VHYHUDO %UDQFKHV DQG
IRU DFWLRQ�
(DVWHUQ &RXQFLO IRU 6SRUWV DQG
5HJLRQDO :DWHU 5HFUHDWLRQ 6WUDWH�
7KLV KDV EHHQ GLVWULEXWHG �WR DOO
PHHWLQJ KHOG RQ � $SULO� ���� DW &ª
:RUNLQJ 3DUWLHV� 7ZR ZRUNLQJ S«

us is the Thames and Severn Canal, where we
have been making great headway. Most of the
time has been spent on tree clearance. Since last
summer we have recovered a one mile section by
hand in just five visits. We also spent a very
active winter camp here and cleared a quarter
mile section from Sapperton Tunnel's west por-
tal.
So, if you fancy getting away from London once
a month, contact me at 83 Edgwarebury Lane,
Edgware, Middlesex HA8 8LZ, or ring 01-985
7709 (evenings) for more information.
Yours faithfully,
Jeremy Frankel.

The Editor, Brandon Gardens,
Windlass. London, W3

Dear Sir,
I was facinated to read IWA Council News No
62 at this month’s Branch meeting, and to learn of
the considerable amounts of money being made
available to fight legal battles against various
waterway undertakings. It is interesting to note
that, once again, money has to be spent in order
to keep the Anglian Water Authority at bay,
especially after the previous long drawn outlegal
proceedings involving AWA which lead to the
establishment of the ‘Camapign for Rights of
Navigation’ fighting fund. I see that we are also
spending money on the battle to protect the
Middle Level against the creeping closures being
inflicted by the ML Commissioners, and are
helping the Yorkshire Derwent Trust in their
‘discussions’ with YWA. Fairly large sums of
money are also Being made available to various
restoration societies. I must say that I am
delighted to see that the IWA continues to spend
money on what may seem to be fairly esoteric
causes, although so far not a penny for
Blisworth.
What about the maintenance and restoration of
the publicly ownedmain network? Whyis it that
conspicuous by its absence is any suggestion that
our ‘Council News declared to be’ campaigning
organisation has ever, should ever, or will ever
even consider taking any sort of action, public,
private or legal, to persuade the British
Waterways Board to even pay lip-service to the
statutory legal obligations they are underto
maintain OUR canals? What is it that makes
BWB so different from the AWA, the YWA or
the Middle Level Commissioners? The continual
closure of Blisworth Tunnel only serves to
highlight all the other problems such as reduced
draft and width caused by failure to maintain to
the standards specified.
Perhaps BWB are seen to be too large to take on,

②②

perhaps they have friends in high places, perhaps
we don’t want to upset them, perhaps we've
becomejusta little too friendly and respectable?
To paraphrase David Blagrove's recent question
I only ask because we have a right to know.
Yours inquisitively,
T Payne.

The Editor, Cooper Grove,
Windlass. Fareham.

DearSir,
In Windlass 156 and 157 you asked for a verse to
commemmorate an embarrassing incident during
canal cruising.
Although I don’t think mine can be set to the
Bolinder Song, 1 thought you might like to read
it anyway.
Yours sincerely,
R W Butt

Barnton Barney
A pair of novices, my wife and I,
By T and M we ventured north,
To see the sights of Anderton,
But further took our course.
All went well to Barnton and into the
gloom we came.
Unaware through its kinky lengths that others
were doing the same.
We didn’t possess Gagg’s Tunnel Book
and ignored the approaching light,
But did slow down I’m pleased to say
and kept well to the right.
Now its plain to all that know that
soon disaster struck,
And in that blooming, kinky tunnel, we
were firmly stuck.
With pushing and heaving, (and some swearing too)
We both made one last effort and the
other craft withdrew.
We were very thankful to reverse without
much fuss.
The obvious moralof this verse?
Gaggs Tunnel Book’s a must!!

I don’t think Sir John Betjeman would approve!

Around the F
London Branch Event
Thursday 17 September: Illustrate
“ Why American Canal Societies ar
Thursday 15 October: ‘ Silver Swo
7.30 pm.Old Refectory, University

The ‘ Five Rings ’ Cruise
This event took place on May 2nd
Holiday weather conditions, 16 t
going up the Thames Tideway on 1
navigated the tidal and non-tidal E
Cut:
Members of the Odd Boat Socie
penetrated such little used wate
Creek, The Kensington Canal and
least one Odd vessel never quitere
only hazard encountered were the
small boys on the Limehouse «
thunderbolts which Mother Natur

Events:
23 August 1981: London Boroug
Wandle. Meet at Goat Green, Mit:
available from the Council. It will
please contact John Fitzgerald
details are only provisional.

Hertfordshire Branch
Tuesday 15 September: ‘London V
Wednesday 28 October: Joint mee
Hill, Rickmansworth (A412) at 8.0
Tuesday 17 November: ‘You don
mission). >
Tuesday 15 December: Christmas:
All branch meetings are held at Hz
Hospital), Welwyn Garden City, u
Planning Proposals: The Branct
intended pipeline from Kingsbury
will cross various waterways, in
ofinterest to several Branches and
for action.
Eastern Council for Sports and
Regional Water Recreation Strate;
This has been distributedto all
meeting held on 8 April, 1981 at C
Working Parties: Two working pe
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LV LQWHQGHG WR KROG IXUWKHU ZRUNLQJ SDUWLHV� %UDQFK PHPEHUV DUH LQYLWHG WR KHOS DQG
YROXQWHHUV VKRXOG FRQWDFW HLWKHU 7UHYRU 7D\ORU� ��� *UDFH :D\� 6WHYHQDJH� 7HO ����� RU
-RKQ -DUYLV� �� %HGIRUG 5RDG� +LWFKLQ� 7HO ������ IRU GHWDLOV RI ORFDWLRQV DQG
DUUDQJHPHQWV�

&KHOPVIRUG %UDQFK 1HZV DQG (YHQWV

7KH ������ SURJUDPPH KDV EHHQ ILQDOLVHG DQG LV DV IROORZV��
7KXUVGD\ � 2FWREHU� µ%DVLQJVWRNH 3URJUHVV¶ E\ 'LFN +DUSHU²:KLWH �DW ZKLFK ZH LQWHQG WR
SUHVHQW D FKHTXH IURP WKH VSRQVRUHG ZDON��
7KXUVGD\ �� 1RYHPEHU� µ7KH 1DUURZ %RDW 7UXVW¶ E\ 0DUW\Q 'HQQ\�
7KXUVGD\ �� 'HFHPEHU� &KULVWPDV 3DUW\�
7KXUVGD\ �� -DQXDU\� µ,:$ 9LVLW WR )UHQFK &DQDOV¶ E\ -RKQ %R\HV
7KXUVGD\ �� )HEUXDU\� $*0 DQG 0HPEHUV¶ 6OLGHV
7KXUVGD\ �� 0DUFK� µ5HVWRUDWLRQ RI WKH *UHDW 2XVH¶ E\ $ODQ 5RZH�
7KXUVGD\ � $SULO� µ%ULWDLQ¶V :DWHUZD\V � 3DVW� 3UHVHQW DQG )XWXUH¶ E\ *UDKDP $YRU\
�%:%��
7KXUVGD\ �� 0D\� µ7KH 3DVW $IORDW¶ E\ $QWKRQ\ %XUWRQ �ZH XQGHUVWDQG WKDW WKLV LV LQ WKH
PLGGOH RI KLV QHZ WHOHYLVLRQ VHULHV��
$OO PHHWLQJV WDNH SODFH DW WKH $8(: +RXVH� 3ULPURVH +LOO� &KHOPVIRUG DW ���� IRU ����
SP�
'XH WR FLUFXPVWDQFHV EH\RQG RXU FRQWURO� WZR RI WKH WDONV LQ WKH SXEOLVKHG SURJUDPPH RI
HYHQWV KDG WR EH DOWHUHG VLQFH WKH ODVW :LQGODVV ZHQW WR SUHVV�
-RKQ %R\HV ZDV XQDEOH WR JLYH KLV WDON RQ µ,:$ &RQWLQHQWDO 7ULSV¶ LQ 0D\� EXW DW RQO\ ��
KRXUV¶ QRWLFH ZDV DEOH WR ILOO D VLPLODU JDS LQ 0DUFK� +H VKRZHG XV VRPH IDVFLQDWLQJ
JOLPSVHV RI 6ZHGHQ DQG )UDQFH�
7KH WDON E\ -RKQ *DJJ EURNH DOO WKH %UDQFK UHFRUGV IRU DWWHQGDQFH ZLWK �� PHPEHUV
SUHVHQW� DOO RI ZKRPHQMJ\HG D YHU\ LQWHUHVWLQJ DQG DPXVLQJ WDON RQ µ&UXLVLQJ LQ &LUFOHV¶�
7KH 0D\ WDON ZDV E\ )UDQFHV 3UDWW RQ µ2XU :DWHUZD\V +HULWDJH¶� 7KLV ZDV DOVR DUUDQJHG
DW VKRUW QRWLFH DQG ZDV ZHOO XS WR )UDQFHV¶ XVXDO VWDQGDUG�
7KH ILQDO HYHQW IRU WKH ������ SURJUDPPH LV WKH %UDQFK 6SRQVRUHG :DON �WKDQNV WR WKH
(GLWRU \RX VKRXOG ILQG D EULHI UHSRUW RQ WKLV HOVHZKHUH LQ :LQGODVV � ZULWWHQ WZR GD\V DIWHU
WKH ILQDO HPHUJHQF\ FRS\ GDWH��
6DOHV 6WDQG� 'RXJ +DUSHU� RXU 6DOHV 2IILFHU� ZRXOG OLNH WR WDNH WKH %UDQFK VWDQG WR PRUH
HYHQWV WKLV \HDU� ,I \RX NQRZ RI DQ\ VXLWDEOH HYHQWV LQ \RXU YLFLQLW\� SOHDVH OHW 'RXJ NQRZ ²
KLV QXPEHU LV &KHOPVIRUG ������
7DONV� ,I DQ\ PHPEHU LV ZLOOLQJ WR DVVLVW RXU OHFWXUH SDQHO E\ JLYLQJ LOOXVWUDWHG WDONV WR
:RPHQ¶V ,QVWLWXWHV� HWF� HWF�� SOHDVH FRQWDFW *HUDOG 3DUNHU DW ������ ����� 7KLV QRW RQO\
EHQHILWV %UDQFK IXQGV EXW DOVR KHOSV µVSUHDG WKH ZRUG¶ �

*XLOGIRUG DQG 5HDGLQJ %UDQFK 1HZV DQG (YHQWV
6DWXUGD\ DQG 6XQGD\� �� DQG �� 6HSWHPEHU� 1RZ LV WKH WLPH WR SUHSDUH \RXUVHOYHV IRU WKH
*RGDOPLQJ :DWHUZD\V )HVWLYDO� 7KH HQWU\ IHH IRU HDFK ERDW LV ��� ZKLFK LQFOXGHV D
VRXYHQLU SODTXH� $Q HQWU\ IRUP FDQ EH IRXQG LQ :LQGODVV ��� RU REWDLQHG IURP %ULDQ
3HUF\ RQ 0DUORZ ����� $ VHSDUDWH OLFHQVH LV UHTXLUHG IRU WKH :H\ 1DYLJDWLRQ WR
*RGDOPLQJ �GHWDLOV IURP *XLOGIRUG ������� $ VOLSZD\ LV DYDLODEOH DW 6WRNH /RFN�
*XLOGIRUG�
6XQGD\ �� 6HSWHPEHU� $ ZHHN DIWHU WKH *RGDOPLQJ )HVWLYDO D FRPPHPRUDWLRQ VWRQH ZLOO
EH VHW LQ SODFH DW /RFN � RQ WKH %DVLQJVWRNH &DQDO LQ PHPRU\ RI WKH ODWH +DUOH\ :DWNLQV� $
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PHPRULDO IXQG ZDV DOVR VHW XS LQ ��
WKH RFFDVLRQ� 5RDG DFFHVV WR WKH OR
PDWLRQ LV DYDLODEOH IURP 7RQ\ 'DYL
5HDGLQJ :DWHUZD\V )HVWLYDO� 'HVS
PHPEHUV WXUQHG RXW LQ IRUFH WR V
UHTXLUHG� 2YHU �� ERDWV ZHUH HQµ
PXGG\ VLWH�
6HYHUDO LQWHUHVWLQJ� HYHQWV ZHUH DOVR
VKDUHG EHWZHHQ WKH ODQG DQG ZDWHU
WKH 0D\RU RI 5HDGLQJ� )ROORZLQJ
VKHHS GRJ GLVSOD\� IROORZHG E\ WK
ZRUNV GLVSOD\ LQ WKH HYHQLQJ ZDV TX
2Q 6XQGD\ WKH ERDW KDQGOLQJ FRP@
ZUHVWOLQJ DQG (DUO 0DMRU¶V 0RWRU
YHU\ SRSXODU�
0RQGD\ ZDV PDLQO\ D GD\ RI FRP
SOD\HG RXW E\ WKH 'HUE\ 5HJDOLD %D
:H ZLVK WR WKDQN WKH 5HDGLQJ %2@
/DVW� EXW QRW OHDVW� WKDQNV DUH GXH �
WKH EHKLQG WKH VFHQHV RUJDQLVDWLRQ�
7KDPHV :DWHU $XWKRULW\� /LDLVRQ
DGGLWLRQDO �� KRXU PRRULQJ VLWHV Z
7:$ ZLOO EH SUHSDULQJ WKHP WKLV ⶝
QH[W :LQGODVV� $ IXOO UHSRUW RQ DOO
E\ 7:$ IRU WKH $XWXPQ PHHWLQJ�
ZDVK IURP ERDWV RQ WKH 7KDPHV� U
7:$� 7KHUH DUH VWLOO QR VLJQV WKDW
RU :HGQHVGD\ PRUQLQJ FORVXUHV IR
PDGH RXU GLVSOHDVXUH NQRZQ DQG UU

2[IRUG DQG 6RXWK %XF
7KH 3URJUDPPH VXE²FRPPLWWHH DU
FRPLQJ VHDVRQ�

:HGQHVGD\ � 6HSWHPEHU LV WKH ILUV
6RFLDO &OXE� :RRGVWRFN 5RDG� 2V
&RPSDQLRQ 5HSRUW
7KH EUDQFK KDG D YHU\ VXFFHVVIXO
&RPSDQLRQ 5HSRUW RQ WKH ³,P�
&ULFNODGH 7RZQ +DOO RQ 0RQGD\�
PHPEHUV ZKR FDPH� LQFOXGLQJ -RW
DSSHDUHG WKH IROORZLQJ GD\� $UWLFO
:H DUH YHU\ JUDWHIXO WR -RKQ *DJ
EHLQJ ZULWWHQ�
(YHU\RQH FRQFHUQHG ZLWK WKH SURM
GD\� EXW DOWKRXJK SHRSOH YRLFHG
+XWFKLQJV RI 8$17 DQG 5RELQ
JHQWOHPHQ KDYLQJ ILUVWKDQG H[S
IDYRXUDEOH FRPPHQWV WR WKH ɪɩ

is intended to hold further working parties. Branch members are invited to help and
volunteers should contact either Trevor Taylor, 388 Grace Way, Stevenage, Tel 51623 or
John Jarvis, 27 Bedford Road, Hitchin, Tel 59314, for details of locations and
arrangements.

Chelmsford Branch News and Events
The 1981/2 programme has been finalised and is as follows;-
Thursday 8 October: ‘Basingstoke Progress’ by Dick Harper-White (at which we intend to
present a cheque from the sponsored walk).
Thursday 12 November: ‘The Narrow Boat Trust’ by Martyn Denny.
Thursday 10 December: Christmas Party.
Thursday 14 January: ‘IWA Visit to French Canals’ by John Boyes
Thursday 11 February: AGM and Members’ Slides
Thursday 11 March: ‘Restoration of the Great Ouse’ by Alan Rowe.
Thursday 8 April: ‘Britain’s Waterways - Past, Present and Future’ by Graham Avory
(BWB).
Thursday 13 May: ‘The Past Afloat’ by Anthony Burton (we understand that thisis in the
middle of his new television series).
All meetings take place at the AUEW House, Primrose Hill, Chelmsford at 7.45 for 8.00
pm.
Dueto circumstances beyond our control, two of the talks in the published programme of
events had to be altered since the last Windlass went to press.
John Boyes was unable to give his talk on ‘IWA Continental Trips’ in May, but at only 48
hours’ notice was able to fill a similar gap in March. He showed us some fascinating
glimpses of Sweden and France.
The talk by John Gagg broke all the Branch records for attendance with 72 members
present,all of whom-enjoyed a very interesting and amusing talk on ‘Cruising in Circles’.
The May talk was by Frances Pratt on ‘Our Waterways Heritage’. This was also arranged
at short notice and was well up to Frances’ usual standard.
The final event for the 1980/1 programme is the Branch Sponsored Walk (thanks to the
Editor you should find a brief report on this elsewhere in Windlass - written two days after
the final emergency copy date).
Sales Stand: Doug Harper, our Sales Officer, would like to take the Branch stand to more
events this year. If you know of any suitable events in yourvicinity, please let Doug know -
his number is Chelmsford 63976.
Talks: If any member is willing to assist our lecture panel by giving illustrated talks to
Women’s Institutes, etc. etc., please contact Gerald Parker at 01-524 6229. This not only
benefits Branch funds but also helps ‘spread the word’.

Guildford and Reading Branch News and Events
Saturday and Sunday, 19 and 20 September: Now is the time to prepare yourselves for the
Godalming Waterways Festival. The entry fee for each boat is £5, which includes a
souvenir plaque. An entry form can be found in Windlass 158 or obtained from Brian
Percy on Marlow 4575. A separate license is required for the Wey Navigation to
Godalming (details from Guildford 61389). A slipway is available at Stoke Lock,
Guildford.
Sunday 27 September: A week after the Godalming Festival a commemoration stone will
be set in place at Lock 1 on the Basingstoke Canal in memory of the late Harley Watkins. A
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LQWHUHVWHG SDUWLHV DQG ZRXOG ZHOFRPH FRPPHQWV IURP 6( 5HJLRQ PHPEHUV�
6KRXOG DQ\RQH UHTXLUH D FRS\ RI RXU &RPSDQLRQ 5HSRUW� RU LQGHHG WKH IXOO )HDVLELOLW\
6WXG\� SOHDVH FRQWDFW 3DP 3XJK DW �� 9DQQHU 5RDG� :LWQH\ �7HO� :LWQH\ ������� 7KH
SULFH LV ��S IRU WKH &RPSDQLRQ 5HSRUW DQG ����� IRU WKH )HDVLELOLW\ 6WXG\� ERWK LQFOXGLQJ
SRVWDJH�
%DQEXU\ 6HFWLRQ
7KLV VHFWLRQ KHOG D YHU\ VXFFHVVIXO µ:DWHUZD\V $XFWLRQ DQG )D\UH¶ LQ $SULO� 7KH\ UDLVHG
RYHU ���� WR EH VSOLW EHWZHHQ YDULRXV JRRG FDXVHV DQG DUH DOUHDG\ SODQQLQJ WKH HYHQW IRU
QH[W \HDU�
%XFNV 6HFWLRQ
7KH %XFNV VHFWLRQ KHOG WKHLU VHFRQG $*0 RQ �� $SULO DW WKH %DLOH\ 5RRP� &URZQ +RWHO�
$PHUVKDP� 7KH UHWLULQJ &KDLUPDQ� 0U 'DYLG $WNLQV ZDV SOHDVHG WR UHSRUW D SDUWLFXODUO\
VXFFHVVIXO \HDU� 7KH SURJUDPPH LQFOXGHG D QXPEHU RI ZHOO NQRZQ VSHDNHUV WDONLQJ RQ D
YDULHW\ RI VXEMHFWV DQG LQFOXGHG WKH ILUVW SXEOLF VKRZLQJ �D ZRUOG SUHPLHUH � QR OHVV�� RI D
%:% ¿OP PDGH LQ WKH HDUO\ ������ ZKLFK ZDV YHU\ ZHOO UHFHLYHG� $OO WKH PHHWLQJV ZHUH ZHOO
DWWHQGHG DQG VR DV D UHVXOW WKH VHFWLRQ
V ILQDQFHV DUH LQ JRRG VKDSH�
$ YRWH RI WKDQNV ZDV JLYHQ WR 'DYLG $WNLQV ZKR KDV VHU9HGDV &KDLUPDQ IRU WKH SDVW WKUHH
\HDUV� GXULQJ ZKLFK WKH VHFWLRQ KDV EHFRPH ¿UPO\ HVWDEOLVKHG�
)ROORZLQJ WKH $*0� WZR %:% ILOPV IURP WKHLU OLEUDU\ ZHUH VKRZQ DQG WKH PHHWLQJ
FRQFOXGHG LQ WKH EDU LQ WKH XVXDO PDQQHU�
7KH &RPPLWWHH KDYH QRZ DSSRLQWHG WKHLU QHZ &KDLUPDQ� 0U 7LP 8QGHUKLOO DQG ZH DUH
QRZ VWDUWLQJ WR SODQ DQ H[FLWLQJ SURJUDPPH IRU WKH ������ VHDVRQ� ZKLFK LW LV KRSHG ZLOO EH
HYHQ EHWWHU VXSSRUWHG�

.HQW 	 (DVW 6XVVH[ 1HZV DQG (YHQWV

)ULGD\ �� -XO\� &RIIHH HYHQLQJ DW WKH KRPH RI 0U 	 0UV 7RP :HOOV� µ*RZDQV¶� 6LQJOHWRQ
5RDG� *UHDW &KDUW� $VKIRUG� .HQW� B
6XQGD\ �� 6HSWHPEHU� %UDQFK $QQXDO 2XWLQJ� 7KLV ZLOO QRZ EH WR WKH %DVLQJVWRNH &DQDO
DQG ZLOO LQFOXGH D ERDW WULS RQ WKH µ-RKQ 3LQNHUWRQ¶� &RDFK WUDQVSRUW IURP $VKIRUG�
SLFNLQJ XS DW 0DLGVWRQH DQG 5HLJDWH� %RRNLQJV� DSSUR[LPDWHO\ ����� WR 'DYLG 6WULYHQV� ��
4XDUU\ 5LVH� 7RQEULGJH� 7HO� 7RQEULGJH �������
6XQGD\ �� 6HSWHPEHU� ,QIRUPDO RXWLQJ WR WKH .HQQHW DQG $YRQ� LQFOXGLQJ 'HYL]HV ÀLJKW
DQG &URIWRQ 3XPSLQJ (QJLQHV� 7KLV SURYHG WR EH WRR IDU IRU SUDFWLFDO FRDFK WUDQVSRUW DQG
ZLOO WKHUHIRUH EH FDUULHG RXW E\ SULYDWH FDU� PDNLQJ \RXU RZQ DUUDQJHPHQWV WR JHW WR
'HYL]HV DW �� QRRQ� 7KH FRPPLWWHH ZLOO HQGHDYRXU WR DUUDQJH OLIWV ZKHUHYHU SRVVLEOH�
/LDLVRQ ZLOO EH WKURXJK &DUO\OH 6PLWK� �� 'RZQV 5RDG� ,VWHDG 5LVH� *UDYHVHQG� 7HO�
6RXWKIOHHW �����
%UDQFK $QQXDO 'LQQHU� $V XVXDO WKLV ZDV D PRVW VXFFHVVIXO HYHQW ZLWK DQ HQWHUWDLQLQJ
VSHDNHU� 0U * / &ROODUG RI WKH 1DWLRQDO :DWHUZD\V 7UDQVSRUW $VVRFLDWLRQ JDYH D VWLUULQJ
DFFRXQW RI KLV HIIRUWV WR SRSXODULVH ZDWHU WUDQVSRUW LQ WKH IDFH RI *RYHUQPHQW DSDWK\� 7ZR
RXWVWDQGLQJ SRLQWV IURP KLV DGGUHVV ZHUH WKH LQIDPRXV *RYHUQPHQW VWDWHPHQW WR WKH ((&�
WKDW ZDWHU WUDQVSRUW LQ WKH 8. ZDV WRR QHJOLJLEOH WR UHSRUW DQG WKH IDFW WKDW 6KHIILHOG DQG
6RXWK <RUNVKLUH QDYLJDWLRQ ZLOO EH WRR VPDOO DIWHU UHEXLOGLQJ WR WDNH WKH QHZ (XURSHDQ
VWDQGDUG VL]H LQODQG ZDWHUZD\ FXP VHD�JRLQJ WUDGLQJ YHVVHOV� $QRWKHU ZKLWH HOHSKDQW"
6PDOO %RDW 5DOO\� 7KLV GXO\ WRRN SODFH XSVWUHDP IURP 7RQEULGJH RQ ��WK 0D\ DQG �� RXW
RI WKH �� HQWUDQWV EUDYHG WKH KHDY\ VKRZHUV RI WKH PRUQLQJ WR ZLQ WKURXJK WR D VXQQ\
DIWHUQRRQ� 7KLV HYHQW SURYHG WKDW &DQRHV 5XOH 2.� DV WZR FDQRHV ZHUH WKH RQO\ HQWUDQWV WR
JHW WKURXJK WR 3HQVKXUVW� 7KH QH[W PRVW VXFFHVVIXO ZHUH WKH LQIODWDEOHV� DOWKRXJK WKH
3XEOLFLW\ 2IILFHU VKHDUHG KLV SURSHOOHU GULYH DW RQH RI WKH QRWRULRXV ZDWHU OHYHO SLSHOLQH
FURVVLQJV� $ KD]DUG KRSHIXOO\ DEVHQW IURP PRUH QDYLJDEOH ZDWHUV�

��

6ROHQW DQG $UXQ %UDQF
)ULGD\ �� 2FWREHU� $W 3RUWFKHVWHU
6XUUH\ DQG ,²,DQWV &DQDO 6RFLHW\ LU
VXSSRUW \RXU ORFDO WHDP� %\ WKH ZD
QHWZRUN DQG IDQF\ \RXUVHOI DV D TX
FRPPLWWHH ZH¶OO EH DQQLKLODWHG�
)ULGD\ �� 1RYHPEHU� $W )HUQOHLJK �
VOLGH HYHQLQJ DQG &KULVWPDV )D\UH�
)ULGD\ � 'HFHPEHU� $W %ULJKWRQ � C
ORFDWLRQ LV VHFUHW IRU WKH PRPHQW�
-XO\ �� &KLFKHVWHU &DQDO :DON� $
WKHUH ZLOO EH D JXLGHG ZDON IURP %L
7KLV LV HVVHQWLDOO\ D JHQWOH HYHQLQJ VW
IURP *HUU\ 6NLQQHU � 7HOHSKRQH :
VWDUW SRLQW LV EHLQJ SURYLGHG E\ PHQ
$Q $SSHDO
,Q FRQQHFWLRQ ZLWK D ULYHU DFFHVV LO
ZRXOG OLNH WR KHDU IURP VRPHRQH
ZLOOLQJ WR JLYH D OLWWOH WLPH WR WKLV ɪɩ
:H VKDOO KDYH RXU VDOHV VWDQG DW D Q
VRPHWKLQJ WR VHOO EHVLGHV WKH XVXDO
JUHDWIXOO\ UHFHLYHG� $Q\RQH DEOH WF
2ELWXDU\
&KULVWRSKHU 3RZHU� :LWK GHHS UHJ`
$SULO� &KULV ZDV D IRXQGHU PHPEW
����� :H RIIHU RXU VLQFHUH FRQGROHU

,03257$17� , KDYH D QHZ DGG
FRQWULEXWLRQV WR P\ PRUWJDJH�� VKD
&KHDP� 6XWWRQ� 6XUUH\ 60� �4<� O

:,1'/$66 3O
:LQGODVV 1XPEHU &RS\ 'DQ
2FW�1RY�'HF � ��� �������

&ODVVLILHG $GYHUWLVHPHQWV
$17,48( &$1$/ 0$36 DQG 3
DUHD RI LQWHUHVW RU YLVLW RXU VKRS�
������ �����
6,1*/( (1'(' -2(< %2$7
PRWRULVLQJ� ������ RQR� $OVR 3(¶
RIIHU RYHU ����� &RQWDFW ȼɒ %ODLN ¾
&$1$/ &$%,1 &58,6(5� 1$,
'ULYH� &RRNHU� KHDWHU DQG IULGJH
3KRQH 1RUZLFK �������

:LQGODVV $GYHUWLVLQJ 5DWD
'LVSOD\� :KROH SDJH ������� +DOI @

&ODVVLILHG� )LUVW �� ZRUGV ������ WK
$OOµ FODVVLILHG DGYHUWLVHPHQWV PXVW
6RXWK (DVW 5HJLRQ DQG DOO FRS\ WR
.HQW�QR ODWHU WKDQ WKH HPHUJHQF\ F

interested parties and would welcome comments from SE Region members.
Should anyone require a copy of our Companion Report, or indeed the full Feasibility
Study, please contact Pam Pugh at 10 Vanner Road, Witney (Tel: Witney 71139). The
price is 50p for the Companion Report and £5.00 for the Feasibility Study, both including
postage.
Banbury Section
This section held a very successful ‘Waterways Auction and Fayre’ in April. They raised
over £600 to be split between various good causes and are already planning the event for
next year.
Bucks Section
The Bucks section held their second AGM on 16 April at the Bailey Room, Crown Hotel,
Amersham. The retiring Chairman, Mr David Atkins was pleased to report a particularly
successful year. The programme included a number of well known speakers talking on a
variety of subjects and included the first public showing (a world premiere - no less!) of a
BWB film madein the early 1930s, which was very well received. All the meetings were well
attended and so as a result the section's finances are in good shape.
A vote of thanks was given to David Atkins who has served.as Chairman for the past three
years, during which the section has become firmly established.
Following the AGM, two BWB films from their library were shown and the meeting
concluded in the bar in the usual manner.
The Committee have now appointed their new Chairman, Mr Tim Underhill and we are
now starting to plan an exciting programmefor the 1981/2 season, which it is hoped will be
even better supported.

Kent & East Sussex News and Events
Friday 10 July: Coffee evening at the home of Mr & Mrs Tom Wells, ‘Gowans’, Singleton
Road, Great Chart, Ashford, Kent. ⑤
Sunday ⑬ September: Branch Annual Outing. This will now be to the Basingstoke Canal
and will include a boat trip on the ‘John Pinkerton’. Coach transport from Ashford,
picking up at Maidstone and Reigate. Bookings, approximately £5.00 to David Strivens, 15
Quarry Rise, Tonbridge. Tel: Tonbridge 356412.
Sunday 27 September: Informal outing to the Kennet and Avon, including Devizes flight
and Crofton Pumping Engines. This proved to be too far for practical coach transport and
will therefore be carried out by private car, making your own arrangements to get to
Devizes at 12 noon. The committee will endeavour to arrange lifts wherever possible.
Liaison will be through Carlyle Smith, 22 Downs Road, Istead Rise, Gravesend. Tel:
Southfleet 2336.
Branch Annual Dinner: As usual this was a most successful event with an entertaining
speaker. Mr G L Collard of the National Waterways Transport Association gave a stirring
account ofhis efforts to popularise water transport in the face of Government apathy. Two
outstanding points from his address were the infamous Governmentstatementto the EEC,
that water transport in the UK was too negligible to report and the fact that Sheffield and
South Yorkshire navigation will be too small after rebuilding to take the new European
standardsize inland waterway cum sea-going trading vessels. Another white elephant?
Small Boat Rally: This duly took place upstream from Tonbridge on 17th May and 19 out
of the 21 entrants braved the heavy showers of the morning to win through to a sunny
afternoon. This event proved that Canoes Rule OK, as two canoes were the only entrants to
get through to Penshurst. The next most successful were the inflatables, although the
Publicity Officer sheared his propeller drive at one of the notorious water level pipeline
crossings. A hazard hopefully absent from more navigable waters.
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Solent and Arun Branc
Friday 16 October: At Portchester
Surrey and Hants Canal Society ir
support your local team. By the wa
network and fancy yourself as a qu
committee we’ll be annihilated.
Friday 13 November: At Fernleigh (
slide evening and Christmas Fayre.
Friday 4 December: At Brighton -
locationis secret for the moment.
July 12 Chichester Canal Walk: 2
there will be a guided walk from Bi
This is essentially a gentle evening si
from Gerry Skinner - Telephone W
start point is being provided by men
An Appeal
In connection with a river access il
would like to hear from someone
willing to give a little time to this pre
We shall have oursales stand at a n
something to sell besides the usual
greatfully received. Anyone able tc
Obituary
Christopher Power. With deep reg:
April. Chris was a founder memb
1980. We offer our sincere condole:

IMPORTANT: I have a new add
contributions to my mortgage!) sho
Cheam, Sutton, Surrey SM3 9QY. |

WINDLASSP
Windlass Number Copy Dat:
Oct/Nov/Dec- 160 25.8.81

Classified Advertisements
ANTIQUE CANAL MAPS and P
area of interest or visit our shop,
(0962) 4072.
SINGLE ENDED JOEY BOAT
motorising. £1,500 ono. Also PE
offer over £700. Contact Bill Blaik
CANAL CABIN CRUISER, NAT
Drive. Cooker, heater and fridge
Phone Norwich 738445.

Windlass Advertising Rat
Display: Whole page £40.00, Half
Classified: First 15 words £1.12, th
All classified advertisements must
South East Region and all copy to
Kent,no later than the emergency c
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# 'RQ¶W
CÄ )RUJHW

6SHFLDO RIIHUV WD DOO
:LQGODVV 5HDGHUV� � �

7R KLUHUV ��� RIIDQ\ KROLGD\
WDNHQ GXULQJ �����

7R ERDW RZQHUV �� RIIDOO
UHSDLUVHUYLFHV DQG

VDQGEODVWLQJ
XS WR 6HSWHPEHU ����

0HUHO\ VWDWH �:LQGODVV
 ZKHQ ERRNLQJ RU HQTXLULQJ

+,*+ /,1( <$&+7,1* /7'��
0DQVLRQ /DQH� ,YHU� %XFNV� 6/2 �5*

7HO� ,YHU ������ �������������

3ULQWHG E\ &ROVWRQ *UDSKLFV /LPLWHG� /RQGRQ 1�

CITA Don't
<= Forget

Special offers to all
Windlass Readers...

To hirers 10% offany holiday
taken during 1981

To boat owners 5% offall
repair services and

sand blasting
up to September 1981

Merely state “Windlass’ when booking or enquiring

HIGH LINE YACHTING LTD.,
Mansion Lane, Iver, Bucks. SLO 9RG

Tel: Iver (0753) 651496/653151

Printed by Colston Graphics Limited, London N7



7KH ,QODQG :DWHUZD\V $VVRFLDWLRQ 1DWLRQDO 5DOO\
DQG :DWHUVLGH $UWV )HVWLYDO

/HHGV ��WK 	 ��WK $XJXVW ����
'XULQJ ODVW \HDUV 1DWLRQDO 5DOO\ RQH RI WKH TXHVWLRQV WKDW WKH SDSHUV FRQWLQXDOO\ DVNHG ZDV
ZKHWKHU ZH FRXOG VXSSO\ µORFDO FRORXU¶ IRU WKHLU VWRULHV DERXW WKH HYHQW� VXFK DV ERDWV WKDW
KDG WUDYHOOHG IURP� WR� RU WKURXJK WKHLU SDUWLFXODU DUHD� 7KLV \HDUV SXEOLFLW\ WHDP LQ /HHGV
DUH ILQGLQJ LW HTXDOO\ GLIILFXOW WR FUHDWH SXEOLFLW\ KHUH LQ WKH 6RXWK RI (QJODQG� 7KH 6RXWK
(DVW 5HJLRQ &RPPLWWHH KDYH WKHUHIRUH GHFLGHG WKDW LW ZRXOG EH KHOSIXO WR VXSSO\ RXU RZQ
VWRULHV� 7LPH LV KRZHYHU H[WUHPHO\ VKRUW DQG ZH QHHG WR NQRZ DV D PDWWHU RI H[WUHPH
XUJHQF\ KRZ PDQ\ 6( 5HJLRQ PHPEHUV DUH WDNLQJ WKHLU ERDWV WR /HHGV DQG KRZ PDQ\
ZRXOG KDYH GRQH KDG %OLVZRUWK 7XQQHO EHHQ RSHQ� ,W ZLOO WKHQ EH SRVVLEOH WR FUHDWH VRPH
SXEOLFLW\ DURXQG WKH %OLVZRUWK 7XQQHO SUREOHP DQG LWV LQIOXHQFH RQ PHPEHUV FUXLVLQJ
SODQV� ,W LV LQWHQGHG WR VXSSO\ SLFWXUHV DQG VWRULHV WR WKH PHGLD DORQJ WKH URXWH RI WKH /HH�
5HJHQWV� *UDQG 8QLRQ� 7KDPHV DQG 6RXWKHUQ 2[IRUG GXULQJ WKH UXQ XS WR WKH 5DOO\� EXW
WR EH UHDOO\ VXFFHVVIXO ZH QHHG \RXU KHOS� 6R RQ UHFHLSW RI WKLV SDSHU FRXOG \RX FRQWDFW
:LQGODVV (GLWRU � 1HLO &DUWHU� 1�% 6ZDQ� :LOORZ :UHQ :KDUI� +D\HV 5G� 6RXWKDOO�
0LGG[� ��²��� ���� ɨɝ 6RXWK (DVW 5HJLRQ 6HFUHWDU\ %HYHUOH\ 6WDLQHU� 1�% (ULGDQXV�
%HQERZ :D\ 0RRULQJ� &RZOH\� 0LGG[� 8[EULGJH ������ LQ RUGHU WR FR�RUGLQDWH D
FRQFHUWHG SUHVV FDPSDLJQ DERXW WKH SUREOHPV ZH IDFH� +DYLQJ UHDG DOO WKLV SDSHU \RX
ZLOO VHH MXVW KRZ LPSRUWDQW LW LV WR SURWHFW WKH OLQH RI RXU µ0O¶� :K\ QRW MRLQ LQ DQG OHQG D
KDQG� SUHIHUDEO\ XSRQ WKH WLOOHU RI \RXU ERDW"��

1(:6)/$6+ ����SP 7XHVGD\ �������
%OLVZRUWK 7XQQHO 1RZ 2SHQ WR &UXLVLQJ %RDWV�
7RGD\ VDZ WKH LQDXJUDO SDVVDJH RI SOHDVXUH FUDIW WKURXJK %OLVZRUWK 7XQQHO WKXV µUH�
RSHQLQJ¶ WKH WXQQHO DIWHU VHYHUDO PRQWKV FORVXUH� 7KLV FULWLFDOO\ LPSRUWDQW HYHQW WRRN
SODFH� QRW DV PLJKW EH H[SHFWHG� DPLGVW D EOD]H RI FRQJUDWXODWRU\ SXEOLFLW\� EXW DOPRVW� RQH
PLJKW VD\� VXUUHSWLFLRXVO\� IRU ZLWKRXW WKH HDJOH�H\HG REVHUYDWLRQ RI FRQFHUQHG ,:$
PHPEHUV LW PD\ ZHOO KDYH SDVVHG RII WRWDOO\ XQUHPDUNHG� ZKLFK LV SUREDEO\ WKH ZD\ LW ZDV
SODQQHG�
/DWH WKLV DIWHUQRRQ WKH JDWHV DW WKH HQWUDQFH WR %OLVZRUWK 7XQQHO ZHUH XQORFNHG DQG WKH H[�
%:% ZDWHU EXV µ:DWHU 5DPEOHU¶ ZKLFK KDV UHFHQWO\ SDVVHG LQWR SULYDWH RZQHUVKLS PDGH
WKH ILUVW WULXPSKDQW SDVVDJH VLQFH WKH WXQQHO ZDV FORVHG� µ:DWHU 5DPEOHU¶ ZDV VROG ODVW
PRQWK E\ WKH %RDUGV GLVSHUVDOV RIILFHU� DQG OHIW %XOOV %ULGJH GHSRW RQ LWV ZD\ QRUWK RQ
)ULGD\ DIWHUQRRQ� ,W ZRXOG DSSHDU WKDW FRQGLWLRQV LQ WKH WXQQHO DUH QRW DV EDG DV KDG
RULJLQDOO\ EHHQ WKRXJKW IRU QRW DOO WKH %RDUG SHUVRQQHO ZKR FUHZHG WKHLU H[�SDVVHQJHU FUDIW
WKURXJK WKH WXQQHO IRXQG LW QHFHVVDU\ WR ZHDU WKH PDQGDWRU\ SURWHFWLYH KHOPHWV� DQG LW
ZRXOG DOVR DSSHDU WKDW LW DOVR SURYHG SRVVLEOH IRU µ:DWHU 5DPEOHU¶V¶ QHZ RZQHUV WR VWD\ RQ
ERDUG LQ WKH SDVVHQJHU FDELQ� UDWKHU WKDQ EH IHUULHG RYHU WKH WRS� DV ZDV WKH FDVH ODVW \HDU�
8QIRUWXQDWHO\ QR H[WUD OLJKWLQJ ZDV ILWWHG VR LW ZDV QRW SRVVLEOH IRU WKH /RQGRQ $UHD
(QJLQHHU� ZKR ZDV DOVR UHSRUWHG WR EH DERDUG� WR FRQGXFW DQ\ LQVSHFWLRQ RI WKH WXQQHO
GXULQJ WKH �� PLQXWH FURVVLQJ RI %OLVZRUWK +LOO�
,W LV YHU\ VDG WKDW QRWLFH RI WKLV LQWHQGHG UH�RSHQLQJ ZDV QRW SXEOLVFLVHG� IRU LW ZRXOG WKHQ
KDYH EHHQ XQQHFHVVDU\ IRU YDULRXV RWKHU ERDWHUV WR SD\ ������� WR KDYH WKHLU ERDWV OLIWHG
RXW URXQG WKH WXQQHO HDUOLHU LQ WKH \HDU�
7KHUH LV� VDGO\� D GLVVDSRLQWLQJ VHTXHO WR WKLV VWRU\ IRU DIWHU µ:DWHU 5DPEOHU¶ KDG
GLVVDSHDUHG GRZQ WKH FXW� WKH JDWHV DW ERWK HQGV RI WKH WXQQHO ZHUH ILUPO\ UHORFNHG DQG

The Inland Waterways Association National Rally
and Waterside Arts Festival

Leeds 15th & 16th August 1981
During last years National Rally one of the questions that the papers continually asked was
whether we could supply ‘local colour’ for their stories about the event, such as boats that
had travelled from, to, or through their particular area. This years publicity team in Leeds
are finding it equally difficult to create publicity here in the South of England. The South
East Region Committee have therefore decided that it would be helpful to supply our own
stories. Time is however extremely short and we need to know as a matter of extreme
urgency how many SE Region members are taking their boats to Leeds and how many
would have done had Blisworth Tunnel been open. It will then be possible to create some
publicity around the Blisworth Tunnel problem and its influence on members cruising
plans. It is intended to supply pictures and stories to the media along the route of the Lee,
Regents, Grand Union, Thames and Southern Oxford during the run up to the Rally, but
to be really successful we need your help. So on receipt of this paper could you contact
Windlass Editor - Neil Carter, N/B Swan, Willow Wren Wharf, Hayes Rd. Southall,
Middx. 01-848 8054 or South East Region Secretary Beverley Stainer, N/B Eridanus,
Benbow Way Mooring, Cowley, Middx. Uxbridge 59341. in order to co-ordinate a
concerted press campaign about the problems we face. Having read all this paper you
will see just how importantit is to protect the line of our ‘M1’. Why not join in and lend a
hand, preferably upon the tiller of your boat?!!

NEWS FLASH 4.00pm Tuesday 23.6.81
Blisworth Tunnel Now Open to Cruising Boats.
Today saw the inaugral passage of pleasure craft through Blisworth Tunnel thus ‘re-
opening’ the tunnel after several months closure. This critically important event took
place, not as might be expected, amidst a blaze of congratulatory publicity, but almost, one
might say, surrepticiously, for without the eagle-eyed observation of concerned IWA
members it may well have passed off totally unremarked, which is probably the way it was
planned.
Latethis afternoon the gatesat the entrance to Blisworth Tunnel were unlocked and the ex-
BWB water bus ‘Water Rambler’ which has recently passed into private ownership made
the first triumphant passage since the tunnel was closed. ‘Water Rambler’ was sold last
month by the Boards dispersals officer, and left Bulls Bridge depot on its way north on
Friday afternoon. It would appear that conditions in the tunnel are not as bad as had
originally been thought for not all the Board personnel who crewed their ex-passenger craft
through the tunnel found it necessary to wear the mandatory protective helmets, and it
would also appear thatit also proved possible for ‘Water Rambler’s’ new owners to stay on
board in the passenger cabin, rather than be ferried over the top, as was the case last year.
Unfortunately no extra lighting was fitted so it was not possible for the London Area
Engineer, who was also reported to be aboard, to conduct any inspection of the tunnel
during the 40 minute crossing of Blisworth Hill.
It is very sad that notice of this intended re-opening was not publiscised, for it would then
have been unnecessary for various other boaters to pay £20-£30 to have their boatslifted
out round the tunnel earlier in the year.
There is, sadly, a dissapointing sequel to this story for after ‘Water Rambler’ had
dissapeared down the cut, the gates at both ends of the tunnel were firmly relocked and



%OLVZRUWK 7XQQHO UHWXUQHG WR LWV PRXOGHULQJ DEDQGRQPHQW� +RZHYHU WKHUH LV D QRUPDO WR
WKH VWRU\� 7KH PHVVDJH LV QRZ SODLQ� DOO WKDW LV QHHGHG WR WDNH D ERDW WKURXJK %OLVZRUWK
7XQQHO LV WKDW LW KDV MXVW EHHQ EURXJKW IURP WKH %RDUG� RU DOWHUQDWLYHO\ WKDW D WROO RI
���������� LV SDLG LQ DGYDQFH��

'DQJHU � &ORVHG"
5HSURGXFHG E\ NLQGSHUPLVVLRQ RI WKH1RUWKDPSWRQ 0HUFXU\

Blisworth Tunnel returned to its mouldering abandonment. However there is a normal to
the story. The message is now plain, all that is needed to take a boat through Blisworth
Tunnel is that it has just been brought from the Board, or alternatively that a toll of
£1,500,000 is paid in advance!!

Danger - Closed?
Reproduced by kindpermission of the Northampton Mercury


